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lists of the minor gentry of provo . 1 F ~nc~a rance would uneartj ~any 

more such figures. There was certainly no prejudice against 

marriage to foreigners " fore;gn sold;er f d' -.... .... s oun w~ ves l: rom a~o~.gs t 

the ranks of the nobility without any real difficulty and, while 

the early commanders like Buchan and Darnley brought their w~ves 

over from Scotland, there does not seem to have been any regular 

importation of wives from abroad on the part of foreign troops 

(the only case which might indicate this comes in a letter of remiss-

ion concerning a dispute over a girl who had come over from Scotland 

to marry a Scot ~n Dieppe, but there ~s no concrete evidence that 

any of the parties involved in this affair were soldiers rather than 

merchants (26)). This, combined with the well-attested rush to 

buy naturalisation documents from the royal chancery by foreign 

soldiers, suggests that by the time such men settled down in France, 

they had come to regard it as home. No doubt the lack of obvious 

difficulty in gaining French brides reflects the fact that the for-

eign soldier, as long as he retained royal favour, was by no means a 

bad catch. Members of the royal Guard for instance, could look with 

some hope to the King for very considerable wedding presents; witness 

the considerable sum of seven hundred livres given to lehan Simple on 

the occasion of his wedding (27). 

Nevertheless, despite this process of integration, there were 

still differences, and it could be a surprisingly long tL~e before a 

Scottish family could be regarded as having become completely Frenc~. 

One sees with some surprise Commynes refer to B~raud Stuart or AubisnY, 

(26) AN JJ 199 no. 362. 

(27) FF 2886 f13vo. 
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born in France of a French mother d· f an ~ssued rom a family which had 

served the French crown loyally from the 1420's as being of the 

'Nation d'Escoce' in the late 1490's (28). Perception of foreign-

ness lasted well after the real national differences had been very 

much diminished and the 'Scottish' companies of the French army 

filled by second-generation Frenchmen with Scottish names. 

Slow though this process might sometimes be, it was ~ided by one fact; 

foreign troops showed an apparent eagerness to learn the language 

of their employers. At times this must have been essential, S1nce 

one should not forget the fact that many foreigners served in mixed 

companies alongside Frenchmen. They have been rather excluded from 

this study, since they are impossible to trace except when they fell 

foul of the law or appear very clearly on muster rolls, but the isol-

ated references which one can find suggest that there can have been 

very few Ordonnance companies after 1445 without a lance or two of 

I 
foreigners in their midst, while the Ecorcheur companies prior to 

that had always been very mixed in composition. Even t~e foreign 

companies may have contained some Frenchmen initially (as the roll of 

part of Pettilot's company taken at Libourne in 1461 indicates; the 

group was commanded by a Valpergue and several French names appear 

among the men at arms (29)) - perhaps survivors of the old companies 

which had been incorporated in the new structure. While the Scottish 

company tended to become uniformly Scottish at least in the surnames 

of its members, the other foreigners serving in the ranks of French 

(28) Commynes Vol. III p. 136. 

(29) FF 25778 no. 1905. 
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compan~es remained until well ft h a er t e end of our period, as the 

case of Thomas Marshall who gained remission ~n 1473 for the murder 

of an Italian member of the company of Antoine de Chabannes to 'vhic~ 

he also belonged indicates. He had been aided by another Scottish 

member of this nominally French company (30). Under these circum-

stances, a willingness to pick up the French language was probably 

essential. Not all succeeded. Michel Ambleton, ~.,ho came to Fier-

boys to tell of how St. Katherine had saved him from death when a 

group of Bretons hanged him in 1429 must have told his tale through 

an interpreter since it is clear from his story, that he could not 

speak French; when recovering from his ordeal in the convent of La 

Regrippiere he was forced to communicate with the abbess by sign 

language (31). Others were more linguistically active since the 

anonymous and observant author of the 'Livre des Trahisons' noted 

the behaviour of the Scottish troops at Cravant after the Italians on 

their flanks ran for their horses; "La povoict on ouyt les Escochois 

en leur mauvais franchois, tel que communernent Ie scirent parler" 

apparently swearing vigorously at the runaways (32). As this pass-

age suggests, ability to make oneself understood in French did not 

necessarily imply greater harmony with those around. In fact, some 

of the best evidence for the ability of foreign soldiers to speak and 

understand French with fair fluency comes from letters of remission 

for murders sparked off by quarrels which in their turn had been caused 

by insults flung about between foreigners and Frenchmen. It is 

(30) AN JJ 197 no. 279. 

(31) 1>1iracles ,4.t St.:. Katherine p. 57-60 no. 105. 

(32) Livre des Trahisons in Chrons. ReI. a l'Hist. de Belgique sous 
Bourgogne Vol. II p. 170. 
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likely that the vast majority of those who served in France learned 

the language with some degree of fluency, a fact which must have 

helped to integrate them into French society in the long term. 

In fact, at the literary level, the foreign soldier 1;.;as well 

on the way to integration at quite an early stage. The third tale 

ln the 'Cent Nouve1Ie{Nouve1les' concerns a member of the Garde 
~ 

Ecossaistand his courtship of the wife of a burgess of Tours. It 

is interesting that the noble author (allegedly the Duke of Burgundy 

himself) should have chosen a Scottish soldier as a major protagonist 

in what is very much a mocking of the cowardice of the non-noble 

townsman unable to face the ferocious Scot in battle. Agains t this 

ludicrous figure, the Scot emerges as a representative of the martial 

and noble virtues; his pursuit of the lady is always described in 

terms like "Grand courtoisie" (33). The general tone is admiring; 

it may be that it partly reflects a Scottish reputation for ferocity 

ln combat, but on the whole the Scot is a good gentleman and very much 

a part of the French scene. It is some distance from the shoemaker 

ln Bayonne quoted in the last chapter who thought himself at least 

as good a man as his Scottish customer, or even the kind of mental 

attitudes reflected in another letter of remission where an archer, 

hearing a riot in the street outside his billet, immediately assumed 

that Scots were responsible (34). The wild foreigner, and especial-

ly the wild Scot, was in process of transformation into a French 

gentleman or, at the very least, into a Frenchman of some sort. 

(33) Les Cent Nouvel1e.iNouvel1es du Roi Louis XI ed. :1 Rat Paris 
19 56 p. 49-5 3 • 

(34) AN JJ 179 no. 164. 

The 
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loss of identity might be slow and the possession of Scottish 

ancestry might mark a man off from his neighbours even after he hi~ 

self was indistinguishable from them In any very obvious way, but 

in the long run the foreign soldier, if he chose to settle In France 

to keep a grip on his profits, was fated to merge into the general 

population of the countryside. This suggests that attitudes were 

less clear-cut than some statements and actions might imply. Cer-

tain1y fifteenth century attitudes to foreign troops never reached 

the rather simple-minded romantic admiration for "nos allies fid'eles 
I 

les Ecossais" which appeared so often in the nineteenth century and 

remain in some books to this day. From the point of view of the 

royal government, all foreigners (apart ~erhaps from a few special-

ist companies) were essentially a necessary evil endured only because 

the military situation of the day demanded a major injection of troops 

from outside the kingdom to maintain some kind of army in being to 

face the English; I doubt whether they ever really believed that 

mercenaries were any better trained or more professional than native 

troops, but since the latter were not available in adequate numbers 

the foreigners had to do. In return, they were rewarded lavishly 

when needed but cast aside if possible when their services were no 

longer required. The rewards distributed to them certainly caused 

resentment among the native French nobility who were displaced from 

their place in the royal patronage structure, and their generally 

unruly behaviour made them unpopular with much of the rest of the 

population. On the other hand, they tended to integrate into the 

French population on an individual basis without too mnch hostili~y 

being directed at them and managed to settle down to a kind of 
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accepted place in the French scene; one in which they might even 

become models of chivalry and admired for their loyalty to the 

crown. Certainly by 1460, the foreigners who were in the French 

armies mostly belonged nowhere else but in France. The picture 

is rather confused; no doubt many different and conflicting attitud

es prevailed amongst both the foreigners and the French but it helps 

to place the foreign troops in France in perhaps an unexpected 

historical slot - that of the first large group of immigrant workers 

in French society. 
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Conclusion 

We have now reached the end of our survey, which it 1S hoped 

has restored the international aspect of the second half of the 

Hundred Years War to its proper place 1n the historical record. 

The employment of foreign troops on a very large scale was perhaps 

an expedient forced on the French royal government by circumstances 

rather than a policy deliberately planned, but one 1S tempted to 

wonder if the regime of Charles VII at Bourges could have survived 

the 1420's without their help. Certainly for this period their 

recruitment was to be one of the major, if not the predominant, 

theme of French diplomacy as reflected by a whole series of diplomat-

1C missions to potential suppliers of men. These efforts were to 

be backed by very considerable expenditure, both for advances of pay 

and other sweetners to persuade the great in the countries in question 

to allow recruitment or even cross over themselves, and also for the 

hire of shipping to see to the transport of the armies thus raised. 

No doubt they were exceedingly generous in promises of great rewards 

which would await those who entered the service of the King of France. 

They were most successful in Scotland, where their efforts drew some 

of the greatest members of the nobility and where they managed to 

recruit several quite substantial armies from the resources of the 

Scottish Lowlands; elsewhere recruitment was rather more patchy 

and often men headed for the theatre of war without any formal re

cruitment in the hope of finding places in the French military struc-

tures and thus making their fortunes. How far these hopes, often 

carefully fostered by French recruiting agents,were ever really justi:-

ied is another matter. Royal generosity to the commanders of foreign 
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units was often apparent in the shape of considerable land grants, 

but this perhaps reflected a shortage of ready cash to pay wages 

rather than anything more elevated in sentiment. There was certain-

ly a severe crisis in military organisation in this period especial

lyon the financial side, which the occasional very large payment to 

a commander like Darnley cannot disguise. If men pillaged, it was 

often a means of stimulating the king to pay monies due or, alternative

ly a method of collecting their dues for themselves before the money 

vanished into the royal ooffers where there would be many other calls 

upon it. The simple fact was that Charles was for much of the 

1420's and 30's trying to maintain armies far beyond his resources 

to pay them regularly. Perhaps foreign troops did rather better 

than most in the collection of their payment despite the circumstances 

of the moment (as witness the mass disbandment decreed in 1424 from 

which only the Scots and Italians were to be exempt), but there was 

probably never enough money available to keep all the men involved 

fully paid all the time, and in any case it could take much time, 

influence and luck to collect monies due from those charged with 

collecting them. Since le3itimate profits of war were only for the 

lucky, and far more probably lost than gained on the field of battle, 

the temptation to move into other areas of activity was immense. 

There was no shortage of potential employers seeking armed forces 

whose activities could be used to bolster what might be a rather 

shaky case in the courts, and at the very highest level close and 

dangerous connections grew up between the commanders of organised 

compan~es and members of the higher nobility who were thus equipped 

with military forces which could back up their political ambitions as 
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well. Further down the scale came the extortion of protection 

money and simple pillage. Even here matters were perhaps more 

nuanced than traditional accounts might suggest. For those able to 

negotiate, those who had a certain position in society, contacts 

with these companies might not be a disa ter after all. Protection 

could be sought as well as imposed in a period when the legitimate 

powers of the royal government might be very shadowy and ineffective; 

any kind of protection was better than none and exactions could be 

legitimised in a variety of different ways. For those below this 

rank and outside the city walls, which few captains ever felt tempted 

to assault, matters were rather different. , The kind of prevailing 

legalism which influenced even such a man as Villandrando to find 

some kind of justification in law for his threats against town councils 

did not apply here. It rapidly ~ecame a war to the knife; a war 

whose persistence, savagery and disregard for the allegiance of the 

troops involved suggests a great deal about peasant society and its 

, 
response to this kind of pressure. One is tempted to wonder if some 

at least of the ambiguous resistance at village level to the English 

occupation in Normandy did not owe more to the same kind of resentment 

of pillage and military exactions than to loyalty to the rather remote 

figure of the true King of France; certainly the evidence should 

make one wary of generalisations about the passivity in the face of 

suffering of the peasant majority in the popUlation. 

In theory at least the royal reform of 1445 should have meant the 

end of this situation. Pay was regularised, companies were integrat-

ed into the royal patronage system via their captains and the close 

relationship between soldiers and members of the aristocracy ~~~!tly 
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weakened if not totally de~troyed. The king aspired to a monopoly 

of organised military force in his kingdom and . , d h , ,prov~ae e was 

careful and did not disturb the balances of the system unduly for 

his awn ends, this he retained until well after the end of our 

period. It did not, however, do very much for the relationship 

between soldier and civilian; a massive improvement in the discip

line of the companies was never to be achieved if it was even sought. 

This was partly due to a lack of close supervision; the limited 

numbers of those royal officials charged with the payment and inspec-

tion of the troops saw to that. There were other causes, however. 

The reform had not purged the ranks to any extent, and soldiers did 

not change their ways overnight. Pay was often in arrears and the 

life-style of the majority of them demanded far more money than it 

could ever have provided. The regular forces were resented bv all 

those who had to pay the taxes to maintain them in idleness, and 

tensions frequently erupted into open violence. In any case, the 

army was far from being fully profes s ionalised; many men \vould 

leave their billets for greater or lesser periods to return to their 

homes or see to their own private businesses while the rest had 

little in the way of military training to occupy their time. They 

formed a marginalised group, much given to drink, gambling and all 

the other signs of anti-social behaviour of the times, living a life 

of intense and claustrophobic sociability under the sometimes 

paternal, sometimes tyrannical absolute authority of the captain (or 

his lieutenant, for the captain himself might have many other calls 

on his time, both in the maintenance of his estates or in the e:-:ecution 

of other functions held in plurality). On the whole, foreign troops 
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suffered from this more than native Frenchmen,· h t ey were rather 

less likely to have alternative occupatl.·ons to d raw the8 away from 

the closed world of the billet and the tavern, h rat er more likel? 

to be resented by the local population. This does not mean that 

they were to be locked out of French society for ever; the major

ity settled in France and found integration into French societv 

possible. Those who had money to spare often invested it in land 

purchases to ensure their position when they retired from the pro

fession of arms or lent it out to local merchants in the hope of 

increasing their stake. Over the longer term, they slowly sank 

into the main body of the French population. 

What signs of their passage did they leave, either ~n France or 

in their countries of origin? It is surprisingly hard to find much 

tangible information. Contamine, on what evidence he does not say, 

claims that the transformation of the French lance structure from two 

men-at -arms and one archer to one man-at-arms and two archers was due 

to Scottish influence, though it could equally well have been borrow-

ed from the English (1). On a less tangible level, the already close 

contact between Scotland and France was further reinforced by the 

servl.ce of so many Scots abroad. Scotland, though, did not gain verv 

much from the service of so many of her people overseas in France. 

The fact that continued residence in France was essential if a foreign 

soldier wished to retain all the rewards of his efforts made sure 

that little of the money which the fortunate made was ever repatriated; 

even the proceeds of plunder would largely be spent within France. 

Perhaps the most that Scotland gained was the occasional gi:~ to a 

church like that of Darnley who presented vestments to Gl~sgow 

(1) Contamine GES p. 272 note 181. 
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Cathedral on a visit home (2). Even the profits of shipping 

escaped her; since most of that was done by Rochellais and 

Castilian vessels. The other suppliers of manpower probably did 

little better; Castile had to face the influx of many of 'i.'illan-

drando's company when he recrossed the Pyrenees to aid his king. 

This caused much terror amongst those who had to face the invasion, 

but it seems likely that most of his men went back to France once the 

war ~n Castile was over. If he himself remained to spend his profits 

in Castile, most of the Spaniards he had led seem to have settled ~n 

France. The Italians went the same way. Cultural contacts may 

have followed in the wake of the closer diplomatic ties which the 

recruitment of foreign armies and the continuing alliances entailed; 

it is interesting that Sir Gilbert de la Haye, the first translator 

of "The Tree of Battles" and other French works in the same vein into 

Scots, had been at the court of Charles VIr as a chamberlain, and, 

while he seems to have been a university man himself, it is at least 

possible that he was connected in some way with the man of the same 

name who served in the Army of Scotland until the early 1430's (3). 

On a rather different level, the success of the Lombard cavalry and 

the qualities of Milanese armour seem to have encouraged a fairly 

regular level of purchasing of equipment from this source for to~rna-

ments and also for high-quality suits intended to be used on the battle-

field. 

Certainly, military serv~ce by foreigners provided the only 

source of outside recruitment to the French aristocracy in this period, 

(2) FF 26295 no. 881. 

(3) , h L" of F~fteenth Century Scotland' 1n J Mcqueen T e ~terature L 

Scottish Society etc. ed. J Brown p. 197-8. 
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and in many small ways such soldiers helped to rewrite the tenurial 

structures of some areas with quite consider~ble b f f . Q num ers 0 ore~gn 

settlers coming in to settle on the land. This created a genera-

tion of Franc~-Scots and Spaniards and Italians to man future units; 

perhaps the first group to have a genuine military tradition of 

service in an organised and full-time professional army rather than 

as feudal vassals following their lord. Certainly the Scottish 

units, the most tenacious of all in terms of long-term survival, 

created traditions of their own which led many younger sons of the 

Scottish aristocracy to go to France for shorter terms and serve in 

these units where their French cousins could also be found, a fact 

which must have had some effect on those who undertook it in terms of 

culture and outlook. 

The foreign companies, then, were important. They matter both 

for their part in the actual fighting of the war and for the light 

which their experience casts on the military institutions of the day. 

It was a period of great change and great events; from near disaster 

the French monarchy went on to triumph over its ancient English enemy 

and from conditions of near complete chaos, emerged an army which can, 

with some use of the imagination, be seen as a remote ancestor of 

modern permanent forces. In these events and changes, the foreign 

troops played their full part; their procurement was a major factor 

in the organisation of French diplomacy, while for fully a decade the 

problems which they raised as well as the necessity of rewarding 

their leaders adequately occupied much of the time and effort of the 

royal administration. Even after the period when foreign troops 

perhaps comprised the majority (and certainly the most effective, if 



317 

least easily controlled element) of the French army was over, they 

were a significant part of the forces which Charles had available to 

him and played a prominent part in his campaigns. The reforms of 

1445 recognised their place in the military structures or the 

nation and institutionalised it in the shape of permanent companles 

whose ranks were to be filled with foreign troops. Their commanders 

held positions of importance, and even supreme command in this period, 

finding themselves as a consequence at the heart of the political 

manoeuvrings and manipulations of the court; as a result, the fate 
I 

of such units as the Garde Ecossaise is a highly sensitive litmus 

for spotting times of political change and disturbance. As a group, 

their fate lS worth studying for the light which it throws on the 

ambitions, rewards, problems, and general realities of life within the 

organised and semi-organised military forces which began to sprlng 

into existence allover Europe in the fifteenth century as well as 

the light it casts on one of the central problems of French society 

in this period; the relationship between royal government and 

patronage, and the control over aristocratic society which this 

government might seek. Without the foreign soldier, fifteenth 

F b that much harder to understand as a whole. century rance ecomes 
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