Turkish Raids in Friuli
at the End of the Fifteenth Century
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Four hundred ninety nine years ago the Ottomans raided Friuli for the last time. Friuli is a region
in the north-eastern part of Italy. At the beginning of the fifteenth century it was almost completely
under the rule of the patriarch of Aquileia but in 1420 (7 June) the Venetians conquered it. Venice
was above all a naval power, but in that period spread its influence also on the mainland. Its men and
its ships fought against the Turks in the Eastern Mediterranean and in the Greek islands but now the
Ottomans had the chance of reaching its very countryside by land. This happened during the two
Ottoman-Venetian wars of 1463-79 and 1499-1503',

In June 1469 the Ottomans arrived as far as Gorizia, which was not under Venetian rule at that
time, but they did not cross the Venetian border”. The raids of November 1471 are described only in
Domenico Malipiero’s chronicle’ while archwal sources of the period did not mention them at all,
but speak of the possibility of an invasion®. In fact Ottoman raiders reached Friuli only during the
following year. In autumn 1472 they entered Venetian Friuli for the first time. They were Ied by an
unknown Albanian and by Hasan bey (perhaps belonging to the Evrenosogullar family)’.

The Ottomans who reached Venetian Friuli in that year and in the following ones were akmnc: and
they were led by members of old Otftoman families. In November 1477 Omer bey Turahanoghu
crossed the Venetian border and he repeated his attack the following year together with Ali bey
Mihaloglu, Bali bey Malkogoglu and Iskender, sancakbeyi of Bosnia. They all are well-known to
historians. The exploits of Ali bey were described by Suzi Celebi from Prizren in a gazavat-name,
where, however, Friuli raids are not quoted at all. There are two versions about the names of the
sancakbeyi of Bosnia’s parents. According to the first he was the son of a Genoese and a woman
from Trebisonda, accordmg to the other iskender was a member of the Mihalogullar1 family and
brother of Ali bey®.
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Afier the 1478 raids the Ottomans came back to Friuli only in 1499, at the very beginning of
another Otioman-Venetian war. These new raids took place between the 28 of September and the 5
of October and the Ottoman leader was again the old Iskender bey. For this reason he can not have
died in 1498 as some people say.

During the second half of the fifteenth century the Ottomans did not want to conquer Friuli in
order to settle there. Their raiders had only the task of diverting the Venetians’ attention from the
Levant and from the real aim of the bulk of the army. Sometimes they wanted to open another front,
sometimes only to frighten their enemy. For this reason in 1480 Mehmed II asked the Venetians to
make an agreement against Ferrante of Aragona and informed them of the attack planned against
Otranto; but also sent his men to Val Canale ready to cross the border and raid Friuli if the Venetians
dared to tell what he had in mind’.

During the Ottoman-Venetian wars of this period the akinc used in Friuli their usual tactics. The
attacks lasted but some days: four days in July 1478, thirteen days in November 1477.

It is important to note that in this period, on the contrary, the Venetians changed completely their
way of fighting the Ottomans by land. In 1469 in order to face some possible Ottoman raid they
hired bands of mercenaries, as those of Deifebo da Anguillaras, Galeotto da Faenza, Ercole
Malvezzi, Fontaguzzio da Bologna and the company of the lance spezzate’ called from St. Mark’s.
Moreover, they sent men of the cernide from their lands of Bergamo, Crema, Brescia, Verona,
Vicenza, Padova and Treviso. The members of the cernide were not real soldiers but peasants
prepared to defend only their villages and their houses and, for this reason, ill-suited to fight in
places they did not know. Moreover, these peasants, as well as the mercenaries soldiers, had never
met Ottoman raiders and they did not know their way of fighting.

The Venetians rulers behaved in the same way in the following years. It was only during the
attack of November 1477 that they realised that the ‘Italian way’ of fighting was of no use with the
Ottomans. Then the first Venetian troops which met the Ottomans were immediately defeated. The
Venetian commanders Girolamo Novello and Giacomo Badoer were killed; Giacomo Martinengo
fled from the enemy while Zaccaria Barbaro remained in the stronghold of Gradisca. Another
commander sent from Venice, Francesco Michiel, preferred to come back while the mercenary
captain, Cola da Campobasso, arrived too late™.

Tn the following April the commander of the Venetian troops was the famous Carlo da Montone,
and he had under his orders Giacomo da Porcia and Antonio di Pers. This mercenary captain realised
that it was not possible to fight in the Italian way against the Turks and tried to use the same tactics
of the enemy. He sent groups of few men for short attacks, waging a sort of guerrilla-war. He was
shrewd and he did not accept to fight an open field battle against iskender bey who was camped in a
place still called in the language of Friuli ‘Ciamp dal Turchs’, that is to say ‘the field of the Turks’.
In fact it was a trap, since Ali bey and Bali bey were ready to aftack the Venetians. So Carlo da
Montone remained in Gradisca while the Ottomans went northward. They reached Tolmino,
Caporetto and Plezzo; then they crossed the Passo del Predil, to reach Coccau, Weissenfels and
Villach. They crossed the Alps and they had to tie their horses with ropes and rags to make them go
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down from rock to rock. The inhabitants of the valley fled immediately since they had never
imagined to see Turks coming from those mountains!',

After this experience the Venetians changed their troops completely; they summoned their light
horsemen, called stratioti, from Durazzo, Zante and Morea and hired bowmen in Serbia. They
created also new strongholds and restored and enlarged Gradisca'®. They did the same during the
following war. In 1499 the strongest opponents of the Ottoman raiders were the stratioti together
with soldiers and men from Friuli who knew the place very well. In this year for instance the town of
Spilmbergo was saved by its citizen Franco dal Borgo and his crossbowmen; Mortegliano by its
inhabitants guided by the parish priest. Men from Udine succeeded in killing more than one hundred
Turks whose heads they gave to the Venetian commander in exchange of money, The count Giacomo
da Porcia, who had already fought the Ottomans twenty years before, saved his family and his
peasants, shutting the drawbridge of his castle. The Venetian rulers had sent the nobleman Andrea
Zancani as commander-in-chief in Friuli. They believed he knew the Ottomans very well since he
had just been in Constantinople as an ambassador. But there he had paid a lot of money for a
document of peace which was then considered of no value by the sultan since the niganc: had
prepared it with formal mistakes. Andrea Gritti told Zancani that the document was null and void but
the ambassador did not tell Venice what had happened. Then there was the war. In Friuli Andrea
Zancani chose to remain in Gradisca. His soldiers invited him to go out and to fight but he answered
them “T do not want to be killed” and thus finished his political and military career 3.

In the meantime the Ottomans raided Friuli. The town of Aviano was captured and the prisoners
were about two thousand. Among them there was Giacomo da Malnisio who was sold as a slave in
Egypt; he became a Mamluk but then he succeeded in coming back home and he became a famous
soldier in the Venetian army". In Aviano the Turks captured also a beautiful woman of the Cristofoli
family, an ancestor of p. Marco d’Aviano (the priest who blessed the Christian army guided by
Sobieski from the Kahlenberg hill in 1683). She was brought to the imperial harem but after some
years' slllse succeeded in coming back to Friuli where she found her husband mamied with another
woman ",

After 1499 the Ottomans did not come back to Friuli any more. In the following cenfury the vears
of war were few, even if two other wars were fought against the Venetians and during the years of
peace between the two empires the sultans used to send to the doge a Sethname for every important
battle they won'®,
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However, Friuli remained in the sultans’ dreams. When the Ottomans thought to attack the city of
Venice they thought of Friuli. In 1517 the Ottoman envoy Ali bey was accompanied to the top of St.
Mark’s bell tower, as a modem tourist is; there, sweet wine of Malvasia and cakes were prepared for
him and, on looking at the lagoon and at the mainland, he asked his hosts how it was possible to
attack Venice and where the Friuli region lay'’.

Y7 PEDANI, In nome, pp. 125, 193. Ci. ASVe, Miscellanea di atti diversi manoscritti, b. 154, fasc. 3/f (1571}
PATRIARCA, La terra di §. Daniele, pp. 75-107 (about the years 1500-1683); A. DE PELLEGRINI, Timori dei Turchi
in Friuli durante la guerra di Cipro (1570-71), Pordenone 1922.



291

Turkish Raids in Friuli

Ltugueaa yruaarfif oy Jo puza ayy 1o ynisy ur Sprod ysoran g,

‘SIMAVA-INVATd VId VIAVIA

vzudalg ip ourissey urg ®

vouyy @ -
[
'

CZUIALT 1P 10U

g, g
® OJ2UI A Iinl
O_Ovu.qnh .qc._cﬂn
. t]
% 7 anonaaiod ) ® uorad
HOPELIA o @ uppasjumn
\ suouspioyy
YIZANIA L
ot Ul opAITADY
<
"JaALL DZUOS] ‘uasipuy) - § 1eqolog -
Al ojuawenduy - g aaqolag -
*ounld Ul OpRIAOY - 1 Jeqoing -
ALSTAL -4 /.I.V( - *2UIA0Y “IBWIR], 'ZUIAIT 1P TUUBACID)
uvg  ‘BpPRUULIUO "IfopR{[IA  ‘rzuoalT 1p
- UUSSUYG ueg ‘Weup *0josdld 1e1oy ‘oumyaiop
auoamjuo o viapinby ‘olsoquipdg ‘ououspiog ‘ouviay ‘wiaufnag
outt[3oy ° : viasod ‘(oun|Fauoy wwou) wnppsy  wndwoy
aum_ﬁﬂrc ourudratayy IIAL DTUIALT 'PlOJJNqOHOg ‘0laNaA  awintg
' . m@& ouutjdauen) ‘asayse] 1p luugA0l uvg “a9an opswendel - Of 1quindag -
vapa (<} - - ~
VIZINOD e W . . 5, % . . oljoary 6Z Jxquaidag :
. \ % VIPIN JuaN "a2al ozuos] - gz saquaiday Gbl
suouisoy OUBNINMOW  Oljoary Ay *(v3papy pue suouuoy) uaomMI)
Ni24n [ 1op dipyy) ‘sU0WLOY) “I9Ap ozuos| - 7z Ay g opl
e SNIAN o . "RUODVJUOIN PUYE LIZUOL) - g Judy '~
2|epy out 13411 OZUOS] JWIN - ¢ 1udy gLyl
PO SR uug .-ow._o wiprd "y "2|I2ug ‘auouspiod 'suouaplo))
ounsoony * - s S2AVVQ UL I9A OBWEYTVL PUT JOAL OZUOS] - s0QUIBAON ‘L]
SUIWIO . 'SUOI|GJUON JUIY] - T dunf 'prpl
HIeL * WITUOD AN - | JIGUIADN €LY
olusoIR], *S[VPIAID JNIU pu
onasedey JUIPM) AU puw viUED ‘ousuFIALRD) ‘10Al ozuos] - BUIINY 'CLpT
92221y “wizlog - aunf *69p1
\I e USHIYD
Jpasg 1op ossuy = 0LLIM[O],
S[OJUISSIaN * Eq:cu—c\r o

-
»
nedd0]y GISiAlg g,

#qq21u0g





