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As the Normans besiege d  Paris in 886 , Bishop Gauzlin ,  
though des cribe d  b y  Abb o  in the Bel la Parisiacae u rb is as 
pre s ul domini e t  dulcissimus heros , s tood on the walls o f  
the city taking active par t in the b at t le . His nephew , 
Abb o t  Ebo lus o f  S t .  Ge rmain-des Pres , is ce leb rate d in the 
same account as fortis simus abba and is cre dite d with 
having kille d  seven Normans with his s pear in a s ingle 
sor tie . I t  is s ome thing akin to "b lack humour" for us that 
Abb o t  Ebo l us shouted laughingly at the same time : "Carry 
them in to the kitchen!"l How could such active p ar ticipa
tion in war by the higher cle rgy come ab out? Indee d ,  it 
seems inconceivab le . 2 

Anyone who examine s the phenomenon of participation in 
war by c le rgy durin g the Middle Age s is con fron te d with a 
paradox , the an tinomies o f  which are pe rhaps to be b alanced 
out in tho ugh t and be lie f  b ut do lit t le to explain the 
weathe r beaten b e drock of his torical life . The re is an 
e lement of the paradoxical inherent even in official 
expre s s ions o f  the Church ' s  attitude . As a result of the 
creation o f  the pos t-Cons tan t inian S tate Church ,  the 
e c clesias tical hie rarchy found an apparen t solution, 
ep itomize d by S t .  Augus tine ' s  teaching on the "jus t war , "  
which was as e le gan t as it was dange rous . 3 Carl Erdmann 
has analy zed this change in the Church on the cen tral 
que s tion of war in his b rilliant b ook on the eme rgence of 
the ide a of  the crusade , now availab le in English trans la
tion.4 E rdmann des crib ed mos t  imp ortan t  phase s o f  this 
idea whe reb y jus tification o f  war agains t pagans dwe lling 
on the e dge of the orb is chris tianus and the attitude of 
Pope Gre gory V I I  eme rge as powe rful driving fo rces . S ince 
the Church tende d  toward a position which may be des cribed 
as pacifis tic--one c ould no t use this term too re s tricte dly 
in a mode rn sense !--it was b ound to prove difficul t for it 
to deal with the re al p rob lem of war in its sys tem of  
teaching and to deve l op a positive res ponse to them . Thus 
we may imagine how difficul t it mus t h ave been for the 
Church to tole rate active participa tion in war by the clergy 
and even to make participation possib le unde r canon law! 
Naturally enough we find in do gma and e cclesias tical 
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canones no t i nconsi de r ab le resis tance to these deve lopme nt s . 
Indeed late r in the Middle Age s such oppo s i tion surfaced 
repeatedly i n  the epoch s  of eccles ias tical se lf-contemp la
tion and rege ne ration .  This oppos i tion i n  the fi nal 
analys is howeve r was wi thout las ting s ucce s s ,  as i llus trate d  
b y  the famous lame nt b y  Richard of Cornwal l : " Look what 
hos tile and warlike archb ishops the re are i n  Ge rmany!"5 In 

addi tion to discus s i ng such activi ty, thi s  pape r wil l  
at temp t t o  asce rtain what his torical forces and circum
s tances led to the active parti cipation of the clergy i n  war 
s i nce the middle of the e i gh th ce ntury and the p roce s s  b y  
whi ch this became le gi timate and i ns ti tutionali ze d  unde r the 
Carolingian rule rs . 

A warlike spirit among the highes t  rep re se ntatives of 
the Impe rial Church ? How could i t  happe n that such an 
e cclesias ti cal type, whom one would b e  mos t  i ncli ned to 
compare wi th the warlike p ries t  cas tes in other culture s, 
came i nto b e i ng i n  a Chris tian culture ? Is i t  pe rhap s  
he re--as is now and the n sugge s te d  i n  Erdmann ' s  b ook--a 
ques tion of exceptions whi ch ,  eve n though nume rous , s imply 
rep rese nt a perve rs i on by i ndivi duals ? Or  is it  p o s s ib le 
that ce rtain social and i nte llec tual circums tance s comb i ne d  
to meld Church s e rvice and Imperial mil i tary service i nto a 
to tally i ndissolvab le union that cre a ted a mode app roach i ng 
s tandardi zed conduc t among those who rose to high 
e cclesias ti cal rank ? If we compare e ccles ias tical regula
tions and the ir deve lopme nt wi th real condi tions in o rder 
thus to  ob tain a sort  of sys tem of coordi nates from whi ch 
the real conduct can b e  as ce rtai ned, the efforts a t  
jus tifying the reali t y  o f  c le ri cal mi li tary se rvi ce mo re o r  
le ss convi ncingly b y  canonical regulat ions and the fle xib le 
i nte rpre tation of these b ecome vis ib le . 

At a firs t glance this seems to cause great difficul t y. 
for the e cclesias ti cal canones leave no doub t  that the 
c le rical es tate is i ncomp atib le wi th the p rofe s s ion of arms 
and of hunting .  Eve n the offi c ially re cogni ze d pagan cults 
i n  the Roman Empire e xemp ted the i r  prie s t s  from mili tary 
servi ce , and afte r it had become s tate re l igion Ch ri s tiani t y  
ob tai ne d  the same pos i tion of exemp t ion for i ts clergy . 6 

Accordi ngly the Council of Toledo in 400 laid down i n  Cano n  
VIII : S i  quis pos t  b ap t ismum mili tave ri t  e t  ch lamydem 
supse rit,  aut cingulum, etiams i graviora non admiseri t ,  si 
ad cle rum admissus fui t, diaconii non accipiat digni tatem . 7 

The Council of Chalce don i n  45 1 als o excludes cle rgy and 
monks from mili tary servi ce . 8 The i ndividual decrees of the 
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great Imperial councils o f  late antiqui ty passed on into 
the s ynodal de cisions o f  the kingdom o f  the Franks that we re 
p roclaime d b y  the king . If one o nly p roceeds f rom the 
normative s e t t leme nts , the n one gains the imp res s i on that 
the Church h ad cons is te ntly e xpande d the p rohib i tion of 
mi li tary se rvice for clergy i nto a ge ne ral p rohib i tion on 
bearing arms and logically also of hunting for all cle rgy.  
The councils o f  Agde (50 6 ) ,  Epaon (5 1 7 )  and Macon (5 85 ) 
forb id all cle rgyme n down to deacons from hunti ng wi th 
h ounds and falcons ; for offe nces agai ns t  this a b ishop is 
excommuni cated for three months , a p re sb yte r for two , and a 
deacon for one month . What i s  remarkab le he re i s  the 
re gulation th at deacons are also re lieve d  of thei r  clerical 
dutie s for this pe rio d ,  whe re as in the case o f  the b ishops 
and p resb yte rs no th i ng is s aid  on this point . 9 Is a 
hierarchical and perh ap s  even a social s trati fication 
imp l ie d  he re , a t  leas t in the sphe re o f  e cclesias tical 
admi nis trative practice ?  This que s tion is raise d wi thout 
attemp ting an answer at this point; but it wi ll conce rn us 
i n  ano the r conne ction . 

What appe ars to b e  cons i s te nt e s calat ion of  penal 
p rovisions agains t cle ri cs fo r their participation in 
hunti ng or war suffe rs a clear b reak towards the e nd of the 
s ixth ce ntur y .  The Council of Macon es tab lished in 5 85 
that the clergy migh t no t keep hunti ng hounds and falcons ; 
ye t i ns tead o f  the th re at o f  puni shme nt the re is only a 
paraene ti c  exp lanation of  the prohib ition.lO Th ree gene r
ations late r a Court of Borde aux ( 6 6 3- 75 )  forb ids in the 
firs t o f  i ts canones the bearing and use o f  arms , and also 
i n  this case no concre te pe nal p rovi s ions follow ; the 
p rospect of pe nalty is mere l y  sugges te d  i n  ge neral remarks 
of an e cclesias ti cal sente nce and coup led with a the ological 
admoni tion . ll One is almos t temp ted on the basis of this 
wordi ng to accord the p rohib ition a de clamatory rathe r than 
a p ractical value ; that i t  is at the he ad of the council ' s  
de cisions howeve r points unmis takab ly to the fact that the 
council.  fathers we re dealing he re wi th a really urge nt 
p rob lem. The s ame is t rue o f  the las t important council i n  
the age of  the Me rovingians whi ch took p lace in 6 7 3 / 75 i n  
S t .  Jean de Losne and luridly i llumi nates the s tate o f  the 
Frankish Church . Canon II prohib i ts all b ishops and c le rgy 
more seculario f rom beari ng arms . This re gulation is 
particularly impor tant above all b ecause alongs ide the 
cle ri c i  the b ish op s  are me ntione d separately . A t  firs t 
glance this seems to be no th i ng more than a trivial 
specifi cation of  the re cipient of  this prohib ition . A 
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comparison wi th the p rohib i tion s  of arms for the cle rgy in 
Carolingian capi tularies shows however ,  as will be dis cussed 
below more fully, that the re the bearing of arms was 
gene ral ly p rohib i te d  for the clergy, b u t  that the b ishops 
have a clearly re cognisab le spe cial s tatus in thi s  mat te r 
whi ch again reveals a characte ris ti c  feature o f  the 
Carolingian Impe rial Church . But he re in the las t thi rd o f  
the seventh century the prohib i tion o f  arms i s  s ti l l  
explicitly dire cted agains t the b ishops and indee d n o t  
wi thout good reas on as shown b y  the warlike and almos t 
s ove re i gn b ehaviour o f  the b ishops o f  the late Me rovingian 
pe riod . 12 

Penal p rovis ions for the event o f  an infringement are 
als o  lacking in canon II o f  S t. Jean de Losne . Did the king 
and counci l  not h ave the power and author i ty he re to take 
dras tic measures ?  This ques tion can not be conclus ive ly 
answere d for the moment ; but the three councils o f  5 1 7 , 5 85 
and 6 6 3 / 75 occur in the great epo ch o f  Gaul ' s  Germanisation, 
and thus in an age o f  re turn to b arbarism, on which Carl 
E rdmann has corre c t ly ob se rved " th at the deve lopment of the 
Chris tianisation of the s tate among the Germanic peop le had 
to b e  carried out once again unde r less  favourab le 
condi tions . "13 For Gaul this mean t  in the pe riod from the 
f i f th until the seventh century that , af te r the co llapse o f  
the super-s tructure o f  the late Roman central adminis tra
tion, the b ishops ,  as ci ty rule rs o f  the c ivi tate s  o f  
an tiquity , had t o  t ake ove r p o li tical-administrative duties 
and thus als o  the p rob lems of de fence, whi ch o ften b rough t 
them in to immediate con tac t wi th the re ali ty o f  war . One 
should re call in thi s  connection that b i shops such as 
Hillary and Cae s arius o f  Arle s ,  Nice tius o f  Trie r, 
Des i de rius of  Cahors and Leode gar of Autun who b e came 
involved in mi li tary and politi cal b at tle s and thus 
encountered circums tances whi ch made the s trict ob servance 
o f  canonical regulations impossib le. 

From the late r sixth century and espe cially during the 
seventh century more b ishops were drawn f rom the Germanic 
nobility . Thus social cus tom, class value s,  and family 
conne ctions b rought the e c c lesi as ti cal hie rar chy to a new 
militancy . 

By ob serving that the or1g1ns o f  the b ishops were to 
be found in a traditionally warlike nob ili ty we touch an 
impor tant element , namely a sort o f  he redi t ary p sychological 
b locking me chanism whi ch s imp ly prevented those p re lates o f  
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aris tocratic orlgln f rom b e ing ab le to obse rve 
Chris tian i ty ' s  clear p rohib i tions agains t figh ting and war . 
The acute threats o f  the epoch o f  the Migrations o f  the 
Peop les con trib uted thei r  p art to pushing p o s s ib le 
ob je ctions agains t thi s  active participation in war in to 
the b ackground . Agains t this b ackground whi ch is only 
hinted at he re mus t also be seen the deve lopment o f  the 
normative s e t t lements in the eigh th and ninth centuries . l5 

With the Concilium Ge rmanicum of 21 Ap ril 742 the great 
Anglo-Saxon mis s ionary and church re former Boni face made a 
de te rmined attemp t ,  with in the area of  the Franki sh Church 
which he had reo rganised and whi ch was loyal to Rome , to 
imp ress again upon the cle rgy the p rohib i tion of weapons 
and war. He had reas on enough for thi s  as he h ad to 
p revail wi th the he lp of Carloman agains t  warlike b ishop s 
( s uch as Mi lo o f  Trier) who as p owe r ful supporte rs o f  
Charles Martel h ad gained influence i n  the Frankish Church 
and we re o f fe ring b i tter re s i s tance to Bon iface . l6 Canon 
II o f  the de cisions of the Ge rmani cum p rohib i t s  the cle rgy 
from b earing arms and figh t ing , ye t conside ration is 
exp re s s ly taken o f  the practical requi rements of  
"minis te ring to the t roop s " : p ries ts who trave l wi th the 
army and carry out functions re lating to divine servi ce or  
carry (vic tory b ringing ) re lics with them are exclude d from 
the p rohib ition .  The re is ment ion he re also o f  one to two 
b ishops toge the r with thei r  chap lains and presbyte rs whom 
the princeps , i . e . ,  C arloman , has with him in his army . 

In the same se c tion o f  the canon hunting with hounds 
and falcons is p rohib i ted.l7  One is incline d to see in 
this impor tant modification of  the p rohib i tion of arms a 
cautious regard fo r the wishe s of  the Caro lingian princeps. 
Equal ly the tendency of the regulation drawn up b y  Boni face 
mus t s t rike one , that the numb e r  o f  b ishops p articipating 
in the camp aign is to b e  kep t as low as possib le , 
re s t ri c ting i t  namely to one or  two digni taries . Clearly 
he was here already ene rge ti cally con tending with the alien 
usage of the Carolingian te chnique o f  war whi ch is cle arly 
evident f rom o ther sources of the pe riod. Thus i t  is 
certainly s triking that , in the wes te rn p ar t  of the kingdom 
of the Franks whi ch was unde r the rule o f  Carloman ' s 
b rother Pippin , the e cclesias ti cal re f orm at the Synod o f  
S ci s s ons i n  74 4 was much more cautious : indeed one h as 
doub tless corre c t ly spoken o f  a s tagnation in Bon i face's 
work o f  renewa1 . l8 For our purpose here , the re sult o f  
this new s i tuation at Scissons was that no thing more was 
enac ted conce rning the conduc t o f  prie s ts in war ; 
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s imilarly the prohib i tion on the bear ing of arms was 
omi tte d .  At Soissons the assembled magnates con tented 
themse lves wi th Canon I II which forb ade the clergy from 
wearing lay clo thing . l9 One gains a be t te r  ins i gh t  into 
the real s i tuation however with a further regulation made at 
Soissons whe reby the re al abb o ts abb ati legi timi o f  the 
monas te rie s -- i . e . ,  not the lay abb o ts !--were no t allowed to 
go to war ; admi t te dly thi s  p rohib i tion was also valid only 
with a ce rtain res triction whi ch amounte d to rendering the 
e cclesias ti cal re gulations meaningle s s . 20 The p rohib i tion 
on the abb o ts '  going to war did not app ly i f  they sent the i r  
homine s ( to the army) : • . . e t  abb ati legi timi hos tem non 
faciant , nis i t an tum hominis eorum t ransmi ttant . Thus 
compare d wi th the mo re radical regulations of the Concilium 
Ge rmani cum for whi ch Carloman was joint ly respons ib le ,  
P ippin III coun te red the war service o f  the h i gher cle rgy 
only cautious ly with a p rohib i tion--o r to put i t  mo re 
posi tive ly :  in the form o f  a comp romise he s ecured the 
p re lates ' p arti cipation in the realm ' s  mi li tary service , and 
the reby p repare d the p ath fo r his s on Charle s .  These 
cautious re gulations f rom the re form council could b e  
des cribed as "b lanks , "  leaving every thing open in comp aris on 
wi th the firm posi tive re gulations of  the clergy 's p artici
p ation in war whi ch followed . One should pe rhap s  re call 
Charles ' famous le tte r  o f  summons to Abb o t  Fulrad o r  the 
s trict re gulations in the capi tularies with re gard to 
b ishop s '  and abb ots ' mi litary duty . Charles was only 
continuing logically what his father Pippin had al ready 
emb arked upon with g reat ene rgy . 

The correspondence o f  S t . Boniface p rovi des us wi th a 
ve ry de fini te view o f  the actual s tate o f  af fai rs far 
dis tant f rom the normat ive one . Soon after the beginn ing o f  
the rei gn o f  Pope Zacharias , the Anglo-Saxon re forme r 
reporte d  to Rome that the re were b ishops in the k ingdom o f  
the Franks who fought armed in the army and spilt the b lood 
o f  p agans and Chris tians , that they we re drunkards � 
ne gligent in thei r  o f fi ce and addic te d  to hunting . zl The 
pope's rep ly22  and the de cis ions o f  the Concilium 
Germanicum re fe rre d  qui te obvious ly to this s tate o f  
af fairs . The regre s s ive posi tion o f  the Council of  Soissons 
showed how far e ccle s i as ti cal s tandards and the ac tual s tate 
o f  aff ai rs dive rge d . B on i face himse l f  h ad long s ince b een 
excluded2 3 when the F rankish co�ncil of 74 7 and King 
P ipp in's synod in Ve rb e rie in 75 6 urged once again2 4  the 
p rohib i tion of the b e aring o f  arms on the c le r gy ,  s o  to 
speak ,  in a routine f ashi on . Whe ther Charlemagne s o on after 
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the beginning of his  rei gn in the e as te rn half o f  the realm 
in 769 l i te rally adop ted the ordinance s  o f  his uncle 
Carloman enac te d in 742 concerning the func tion and 
p articipation in war by the c lergy i s  unce rtain because the 
cap i tulary whi ch p rovide d  this information is a forge ry . 25  

At the b eginning o f  his rei gn Charlemagne p robab ly dep arted 
l i t t le from his fathe r ' s and uncle ' s  p ractice . In this he 
was not guided p rimar i ly b y  S t . Boni face ' s  conce rn to for
b id the cler gy to b ear arms and to hunt b ut rathe r by his 
in te res t  in an orde rly "mi li tary re ligious welfare " on his 
nume rous camp ai gns . 2 6  Indeed Charles ' mi litary sys tem made 
i t  clear that abb ots and b ishops were b ound to take the 
field ; as he variously dispense d  e ccles ias tical vass als by 
p rivile ges o f  exemp tion from the duty o f  par ticip ation in 
the camp aign , the lat te r mus t have b een normal for them . 
Howeve r with this commi tment o f  the b ishops he was hardly 
thinking o f  "mili tary re ligious we l fare , "  i t  was a case o f  
de fini te pe rformance o f  mi litary service with all i ts 
consequences down to ac tive particip ation in the figh t ing . 2 7  

Af te r this b rie f ske tch o f  the Church ' s  no rmative 
se t t lements we have reached th at point in whi ch the 
normative part of canoni cal re gulations can be con fron te d 
wi th what is to b e  heard from o ther sources on the ac tual 
conduc t o f  the cle rgy in war. At this p o int we migh t 
s traigh t away warn agains t an opinion whi ch is o f ten to b e  
found i n  l i te rature on the sub je c t ,  namely the opinion that 
the warlike ac tivi ty of the highe r clergy was es sentially a 
re sul t  o f  the Germanisation o f  Gaul ; this pushe s the p roblem 
in my op inion in inadmis s able fashion on to an e thnic p lane 
and con tradi cts the evi dence o f  the s ources , espe cially s ince 
in the f i f th century there is suf fi cient e vidence for 
mili tary activi ty b y  the Gallo-Roman b ishops--we would 
mere ly re call here S t . Hilary o f  Arles and Bishop 
Sagittarius of Gap . This martial act ivi ty was , as alre ady 
mentioned, an almo s t  inevitab le consequence o f  the dutie s 
and exigencie s of  the b ishops ' rule in the towns , demon 
s trated even in Trie r by the cons truc tion of  the citade l 
and the o rganisational imp rovements by the great Bishop 
Nice tius who came f rom southern Gaul . 

Archb ishop Hi lary o f  Arles , 28 according to Gennadius 
gene re clarus and a f amous p up i l  o f  the s outh Gaulish is land 
monas te ry of Le rins , wante d  to have the Imperial adminis tra
tion f o r  the wes te rn p rovince cen tre d  in Arles--as indeed 
took p l ace at the b eginning of  the fi f th century afte r Trie r 
h ad b een ab andoned--in order to ob tain a p o s i t ion of  p rimacy 
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for his church . Hilary came in to conflict  wi th Pope Leo 
the Great who accused him o f  h aving attacked wi th armed 
b ands ce rtain ci ties whe re the bishop had die d ,  and o f  
having p laced h i s  own supporte rs in the vacant episcopal 
sees . Hilary ' s  s t rict monas t i c  e ducation and also the great 
e s teem whi ch he enjoyed among his con temp oraries and among 
late r ecclesias tical authors mitigates agains t the view that 
Hil ary ' s  was s ome kind o f  abe ration or a downrigh t  se cular
ization in his at titude . Con f licts o f  this kind show rathe r  
how much a b ishop was involve d a t  thi s  t ime in the inte rplay 
o f  political forces , and had de fensive functions as the 
rule r o f  a ci ty , as shown b y  the fact that he led an armed 
force . The activi ty o f  men like Hilary con tinue s into the 
sixth century and is shown by the p raise o f  the b ishops as 
de fens ore s civium ,  or put more gene rally : in the ac tive 
care for dependen ts and wards in which is to be seen a p oint 
of departure for ep iscopal fo rmation of power in the Middle 
Ages. 

This can also b e  exp re s se d  for examp le in the p oem by 
Venantius Fortunatus on Bishop Nice tius o f  Trie r29  in which 
Nice tius i s  ce leb rate d as the "shepherd o f  his flock, " how
e ve r  no t or at leas t no t jus t in the pure ly spiritual sense 
of the tradi tion o f  the e arly church whi ch is derive d  from 
Chris t as the Good Shepherd and whi ch found p urely artis tic 
exp re s s ion in the mos aic de coration of  e arly Chris tian 
b as i licas . The Bishop o f  Trie r appears rathe r as the good 
shepherd in the ve ry tangib le conne c tion of citade l 
cons truction whi ch se rve d the mili tary p ro te ction o f  Trie r-
as pas to r ,  the give r o f  p ro tection i n  the s tri c tly narrow 
sense o f  mil itary security . The reby the re ligious symb o l  o f  
the Good Shephe rd i s  fi lle d  wi th real mil i tary-political 
con ten t-- a  p roce s s  which came particularly clearly to the 
fore wi th Archb ishop B run o f  Cologne--indeed through a 
conscious conception whi ch gives a mode l character t o  the 
pas tor bonus who cares for the pax wi th mi litary migh t . But 
b ack once again to the s ixth century : the p i c ture o f  actual 
epis copal p owe r is illuminated ex ne gative by the angry 
comment o f  King Chi lperich on the real rule rs o f  the towns : 
"Nob ody rule s now at all excep t the b ishop s : our p ower h ad 
gone and come to the b ishops of  the towns . "30 

I f  thus the o f fice and the his torical re ali ty o f  the 
s ixth century we re already b ringing the b ishop s ove re i gn 
rights , the se circums tances are also joine d  by a mental 
change in socie ty itself  which jus ti fied p o li tico-military 
activi ty b y  a highe r cle ri c  or at leas t did no t allow i t  
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appe ar rep rehensib le . Mi litary act ivity by a b ishop whi ch 
unti l then as for ins tance in the case o f  Leodegar o f  Autun, 
Bishops Des i de ratus o f  Chalon-sur-Saone, Bob o  of  Valence , 31 
o r  B ish op Genes i us o f  Lyons, 32 was re cognised imp licite ,  
i . e . , b y  reports wi thout comment on thei r  b at t le s  a s  some
thing "no rmal, "  gains unmis takab ly posi tive ac cents since 
the end o f  the age o f  the Me rovingians . 

Saintliness and mili tary p rowess are no t mutually 
exclusive , rather the latter appears as a natural p re
re quis i te for the forme r .  Thus from the seventh century on , 
nob le o rigin became a p re requi s i te for saintline s s .33 The 
p re cious old vi ta o f  Bishop Arnul f o f  Me t z ,  ance s to r  o f  the 
Carolingians , p raise s his mart ial virtue s  wi th comp le te 
ingenuousness and app roval . 34 The ac count o f  the l i fe o f  
Bishop E ligius o f  Noyon from the pen o f  his nob le friend 
and fe llow-b ishop Audoen of Rauen tes ti fie s that this 
cle rical digni tary h ad carried out his duties at the court 
of Dagobert I admirab ly and that he had p ossessed martial 
spiri t . 35 As Eli gius was one o f  the few Merovingian b ishops 
of non-nob le o ri gin , this p raise gains particular importance 
s ince i t  shows wha t  was c lose to the heart o f  an aris to 
cratic con temporary and fe llow-cleric . Thus as far b ack as 
the seventh century martial virtues are inco rporate d  
pos i tive ly and accep ted in a sys tem o f  coo rdinates o f  
Ch ris tian ways o f  b ehaviour. 

Mili tary p rowe s s  is mentione d during this pe riod as a 
posi tive aspe c t  in the secular pas t o f  a s aint ; howeve r i t  
is no t ye t placed into imme diate conne ct ion wi th h i s  
charac te ris ti cs as a saint . 36 Thus the vi ta o f  Abb o t  
Erme land i s  ab le t o  des cribe the s aint a s  perfec tus . . . 
miles s o  long as he was s till living in the se cular s tate . 3 7 

The Pas s io Ragneberti calls i t  he re fortis co rde and armis 
do c tus 38 and the Vi ta Aus trigisili  de s cribes to  us  h ow the 
saint wi thout any mis givings on p rincip le submi ts to a due l 
and ordeal commande d by the king. 39 Al l three saints ' lives 
date from the ninth century and thus already re fle c t  the 
spiri t  o f  an age for which mili tary se rvice by the higher 
cle rgy was almos t a ma t te r  o f  course . The vita o f  S t . 
Lamber t  o f  Liege from the firs t h alf o f  the eigh th century 
put exp ression vividly and in almos t c las sical form to the 
inte lle c tual conflict  which e s teeme d martial courage in a 
s aint b u t  ye t shrank b ack from crea ting a comp le te ly 
mil itary type o f  saint. Lambert is celeb rated in the 
description of his li fe as for tis e t  ve lox, agilis mul tum, 
firmus in b ello . . . . The de scrip t ion o f  his murde r which 
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a later age res tyle d as a martyrdom lets one see on the 
o ther h and his mil i t an t  spirit in the o lde s t  ve rsion , the 
fortissimus p roeliator grasps his sword at the approach o f  
the murde rers in orde r  t o  do b attle . No t until the l as t  
moment does Lambert  de cide to throw away h is weapon as i t  is 
bette r  to die in the Lord . 40 One sees that the e s teem for 
mili tary virtue is als o  p resent in s aint s ,  ye t it s tan ds 
alongside the real events more or  less s till in diale c t i cal 
discord wi th the re al battle . 

Wi th the ' 'aris to cratisation o f  the s aintly i de al "  from 
the seventh century4 1  one ob tains at the s ame time the 
s ocial-his tori cal p o in t  o f  dep arture in o rder to b e  ab le to 
unde rs tand the emergence of martial virtue s  in the de s crip
tions of  the lives of the s aints . The next s tep , namely the 
p racti cal particip ation in war by the clergy and the 
o f ficial sanction o f  such procee dings by e cclesias tical 
lite rature , was b rough t by the wars s ince the se cond h al f  o f  
the ninth century , as Normans , S aracens and Hungarians 
thre atene d the kingdom o f  the Franks as invade rs . The figh t  
agains t these peoples be came b o th the b it te r  ne cessi ty o f  
se l f-de fence as als o  the de fence o f  Chris tendom , whe reby 
b as i c  eccle s ias tical ob je c t ions to warfare and als o to the 
war agains t the pagans whi ch s till con tinue d42 were rende re d 
large ly ine f fe ctual . A sort of  an ticipation o f  this 
pos itive evaluation of war in the case of de fence agains t 
disb e lieve rs is given by the atti tude o f  Bishop Ebb o  o f  Sens 
who s tood at the he ad o f  the de fende rs of  his c i ty agains t 
the S aracens and won a vi c tory agains t them.4 3  

The victory o f  the Carolingian s  over the Merovingian 
dynas ty me an t at the s ame time a shi f ting of  importance in 
favour of  Aus tras i a , 4 4  espe cially since the rise of Charles 
Mar te l and his son s  Pippin and Carloman a regroup ing of the 
highe r cle rgy of the kingdom o f  the Franks came about .  The 
"Frankisation" o f  the epis cop acy whi ch had b egun gradually 
in the seventh century increased sharp ly in the e i gh th 
century45 the Galla-Roman element re cede d accordingly , and 
the vic to rious nob ility whi ch h ad gathe re d  around the 
Carolingians occupied important pos i tion s  in the formation 
of the new Carolingian imperial adminis tration. Thus a new 
dominant p oli ti cal class arose in the kingdom of  the Franks 
which h as b een des crib ed as a frankische Re i chs aris tok
ratie . 46 Charles Mar te l ' s  so-called se cularis ation , a 
political ne ce s s i ty in the s truggle agains t inte rnal and 
external enemies ,  toge ther with the appointment o f  followers 
and comrades in arms o f  the Carolingians to the b i shop rics, 
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b rough t at  the same time an e thnic and s truc tural change in 
the epis copal rule in the civitates . The i nflue nce o f  the 
Gallo-Roman regional ari s to cracy on the appointments to the 
b ishoprics in ce ntral , southe rn, and wes te rn Gaul dropped 
dras tical ly , a process whi ch was accele rate d and sharpene d  
b y  the severe ravaging o f  Gaul s outh o f  the Loire in the 
course o f  the f i gh ti ng i n  de fe nce agains t the Arab invaders. 
S outhern Gaul only now in the firs t thi rd of the e i gh th 
ce ntury los t  i ts late class ical charac te r and became a 
"me dieval lands cape" through the rigorous incorporation into 
the kingdom of the Franks after Charles ' vic tory ove r the 
Arab s .4 7  

The Frankish imperial aris to c racy , as the new class 
upholding the s tate , was re c rui te d mai nly f rom Aus tras ian 
nob le families be tween the Meuse and the Rhi ne who had come 
to powe r  wi th the Caro lingians ; i t  o ccup ie d  no t only the 
se cular posi tions o f  command b ut als o  the b ishop ri cs and 
the great impe rial abb eys . We h ave a characteris tic f igure 
for the late r par t o f  the e i gh th century in Abb o t  Fulrad o f  
S t. Denis i n  whom secular tasks , such as the political 
re organi s ation o f  Alamannia af te r  the "b lood b ath i n  
Canns tat t "  i n  74 7 and the ne gotiations in Rome ab out 
Pippin ' s  elevation to king. we re closely conne c ted wi th 
purely e cclesias tical aims . 48 A coarse r p re liminary form 
o f  their " s taf f po licy" was the appointment o f  fo llowe rs o f  
the early Carolingians to b ishoprics and abbeys , for 
ins tance Mi lo o f  Trie r .  That this led to a de cis ive 
re shuf fling o f  re gional ruling arrangeme nts is shown by the 
fate o f  Bishop Euch arius o f  Orleans and his family . His 
uncle Savaric had se ize d  the b ishop ric o f  Auxe rre af te r the 
murde r o f  Bishop Te t ri cus and exe rcised almos t unre s tricte d  
re gional s ove rei gnty in the area o f  Orleans , Neve rs , 
Tonnerre , Avallon , and T royes .  In 715 whi le marching 
agains t Lyons he was s truck dead by ligh tni ng. 4 9  Charles 
Mar te l b anne d Bishop Eucharius o f  Orleans , his nephew ,  
ini tially t o  Co logne the n t o  more dis tant Hesb aye wh ithe r 
al l his relatives had to  accompany him ; that me ans the 
Caro lingian broke the rule o f  this migh ty regional nob le 
fami ly f rom which at this opportuni ty the mate rial b ases o f  
thei r  power was taken,  name ly the ir e s tate s .  The s ame was 
the case wi th B ishop Ainmar o f  Auxerre , S avaric's s uccessor , 
who was ini ti ally a follower o f  Charle s Marte l b ut late r ,  as 
re late d in the his tory o f  the diocese of Auxerre , exe rcised 
s uch great se cular powe r  that he rose to b e  duke of nearly 
the wh ole of Burgundy and was thus qui te obvious ly going his 
own political way, s o  that Charles had him taken prisoner . SO 
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By the appointment o f  his followers to s uch b ishoprics 
Charles cer tainly did noth ing towards the improvement o f  
e cclesias tical affairs , rather the opp o s i te . But f rom the 
point o f  view o f  the politi cal s tructure i t  was g reat 
p rogre s s  for the Carolingians that in this fashion the old 
aris tocratic Gallo-Roman "civitas -repub lics" whi ch h ad b een 
enrich ing themse lves wi th political p owe rs increas ingly 
s ince the late classi cal period were re du ce d  in thei r  powe r ; 
by the app ointment o f  Charles Harte l ' s fo l lowe rs they could 
be integrate d political ly-te rri torially as regards the 
peop le invo lved into the new Aus trasian centre of power. 5 1  

It  i s  ne cessary t o  examine the large r con text o f  the 
late classi cal Me rovingian and early Carolingian b ishops ' 
rule in o rde r to unde rs tand why the higher clergy adop ted 
an attitude towards weapons whi ch depar ted more and more 
from counciliar enac tments . S ince the fourth century 
b ishops h ad to exercise func tions that went far b eyond 
parochial dutie s . In addi tion b y  vi rtue of  his aris to crati c 
origins the b ishop regarded and exe rcised his office more 
and more as a re gional ci ty sove reignty . It is perh ap s  one 
of the Carol ingians ' greate s t  p ol i ti cal accomplishmen ts that 
they ene rge t ical ly incorp orated these ep i s copal "sub 
sove reigntie s" into the s tate and thus s topped a p rocess o f  
disinte gration in the kingdom of  the Franks whi ch deve loped 
during the late Me rovingian perio d ,  particularly during the 
powe r s truggles around the Neus trian mayor o f  the p alace 
Eb roi n ,  as bishops with the ir town domains als o  became 
p o li tically and mili tarily the main suppo r ters o f  the 
quarre ls (Le ode gar o f  Autun , P raeje c tus o f  Clermon t, 
Des i de ratus of Chalon-sur-Saone, Bob o o f  Valence � Audoenus 
and Ansbert of Rauen , S avaric o f  Auxe rre , e t c. ) . J2 

From the time o f  Pippin II o f  He ris tal and even more 
f rom the time o f  his son Charles Martel and the grandsons 
Pippin and Carloman , the military-po li tical s trength of the 
epis copacy and o f  the importan t abb o ts i s  emp loye d almost 
only in the service of  the king . The independent late 
Me rovingian epis copal lords of  the civi tate s b e came impe rial 
b ishops in the late r me aning of the te rm. Parti cipation in 
war by cle ri cs was now no longe r a p unishab le "individual 
case , "  but the inclus ion o f  the higher clergy in imperial 
and military servi ce made the deve lopment o f  spe cial 
s tandards o f  action ne ce s s ary for a mili tary duty whi ch h ad 
now become ins titutionali ze d. 5 3  From the p ure ly normative 
point o f  view an app arent p rogre s s  with c le ar de fini tions 
was eme rging whi ch in fac t  was scarce ly more than a 
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le galising adjus tment to the real i ty of feudal se rvice ;  at 
the bes t they were e cclesias tical and royal attemp ts at 
che cking and can alising the dis as trous consequences of a 
cle rical feudal se rvice . 

Under P ippin I I  o f  Heris tal and his son Charles Marte l 
the re is no ques tion that the circums tances o f  episcopal 
feudal se rvi ce for the mayor of the p alace dominate d  the 
picture clearly . Pippin for ins tance entrus te d a b ishop 
(whose name is not known to us ) with the leade rship o f  an 

army on a campai gn . 5 4  Ce rtainly the b ishops we re now no 
longe r f i gh ting in the renewe d kingdom of the Franks for 
the inte re s ts of thei r  own regional rule or  in the ranks o f  
the various noble groups figh ting fo r spe cial righ ts ;  
ins tead they went to  war for the kingdom ; ye t the fact o f  
mi li tary participation remained in thei r  " ins ti tutionalised" 
form and thus also the e f fects on the highe r  cle rgy . From 
the poin t of  view of  s trict re forming e cclesias tical 
discip line this was not a ve ry pleasan t  fact . The papal 
le gate Boni face candidly informe d  the new pope , Zacharias , 
in his rep ort in 742 that one se ction o f  the Frankish 
b ishops was not on ly devoted to hun ting b ut als o  fough t  in 
the army and spi l t  the b lood of pagans and Chris tians , 55 as 
already mentione d .  

A pe rfect e xamp le of  this sort was Milo o f  Trie r .  Milo 
came from one of the mos t  powe rful Aus trasian nob le fami lies 
among the followers of the early Carolingians , name ly the 
family of the Wi dones . His fathe r and pre de cessor in the 
episcop al see was Liu twin , the founde r o f  the Widones 
fami ly ' s  own monas te ry , Me ttlach . One can speak virtually 
of  a "b ishops ' dynas ty" which ruled the diocese o f  Trie r for 
ne arly a century wi th Bas in ( d. 705 ) , Liutwin ( d .  7 1 7 ) , Mi lo 
( d . 75 7 ) , and Weomad ( d. 79 1)  . 56 Mi lo was , like his fathe r ,  
b ishop in Trier and Rheims , a doub le pos i t ion which he 
doub tless owed to the fact that he was among Charles 
Mar tel ' s  closes t  followe rs. 5 7  The Ges ta Treve rorum p aint a 
ve ry signi fican t pi cture of  Milo from the e cclesias tical 
point o f  view , 5 8  a pi cture which is o f  course a re trospec
tive one from a later age ye t corresp onds s o  comp le te ly in 
i ts sub s tance with Boniface ' s  gravamina5 9  that the re i s  no 
nee d to doub t i ts authentici ty . He leads troop s  alongs i de 
Charles Martel and re ce ive s the two b ishop rics afte r the 
vi ctories o f  the mayor o f  the p alace . Only his ve ry non
ecclesias ti cal end , namely that whi le out hunting he was 
impale d on the tusk o f  a b oar , is disp ute d de cidedly in the 
ch ronicle o f  the �-Ji dones monas te ry of  Me ttlach which 
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specifically praises h im at this opportunity as a b ene
fac tor and p ius h eres .6 0  

The fame o f  Milo ' s  warlike nature is also pres erved in 
his second b ishopric, Rheims; Hincmar knows about it , as 
does F lodoard in h is h is tory of the church of Rheims who is 
als o informed about Milo ' s  appointment by Charles Martel . 6 l  

I t  is not pos s ib le t o  es tab lish exac t ly in what form Milo 
held his b ishoprics . In my opinion it is hardly gettin g  to 
the heart of the mat t er if one wishes to  presume s omething 
such as an ins titutional divis ion b etween laymen as h o lders 
of b ishoprics on the one hand and chorepis copi and monas tic 
b ishops on the o ther who adminis tered the spiritualia . 6 2  

B oniface in any even t did no t succeed in removing Milo from 
his office; certainly a role was played here by the fac t  
th at th e b ishop o f  Trier, a s  has already b een mentioned , 
was a memb er of a nob le family which had h elped the early 
Carolingians in th eir ris e to power and to whom political 
considera tion had to b e  given . 6 3 On th e o ther hand 
Boniface succeeded in a similar cas e ,  namely that of Bisho p  
Gewilib o f  Mainz whose at titude gives us s ome particularly 
important informa tion for our sub ject . In B onifac e' s letter 
Gewilib appears as a s educ tor called Geleobus qui an tea 
false epis copi honore fungebatur. 6 4  After his depos ition by 
B onifac e  in 745 he went to Rome in order to  pro tes t to Pope 
Zacharias agains t his removal from office and to jus tify 
himself . B o th the Vita quarta Bonifatii auc tore Mogun tino 
of the eleventh century which is b as ed on valuab le 
traditions and Oth loh of S t .  Ernmeram relate more ab out 
Gewilib and his family . 65 According to th is Gewilib ' s  
father Gerold was res ponsib le as Bishop of Mainz for the 
miss ion to the pagans in Hes s e  and Thuringia , b ut h e  
preferred t o  g o  t o  war agains t them rather than t o  preach 
the Gospel to them . During Charles Martel ' s  campaign 
agains t the S axons , Gero ld fell in b attle and his son 
Gewilib who was pres ent in the camp received the b ishopric 
of Mainz as his s uccessor . During the next campaign agains t 
the S axons Gewilib took b lood vengeance on the en emy who had 
killed his father . 6 6  Boniface was indeed ab le to achieve 
his remo val from office at a synod in 745, but he was no t 
ab le to have him punished according to the s trict rules of 
the canones . According to Mainz tradition Gewilib lived for 
ano ther fourteen y ears "in honour" as Lord of S ponheim and 
as lord of the proprietary church of Kempten near Bingen ; 
even here then Boniface's " s taff po litical" victory proved 
only partially successful . B ehind it was a necessary 
compromis e and the Carolingians ' regard for th e 
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indispens able Aus trasian nob ility.6 7  

Ab out the middle of the eigh th cen tury then , the 
Carolingian " Imperial Epis copacy" exis ted as a b o dy ,  even if 
viewed from an ecc les ias tical point of view , only in 
unfinished form , i. e. , in that intellec tual and dis ciplinary 
ruditas which the fourth Vita of S t . Boniface agrees is a 
mitigating circums tance for the peo ple and clergy of the 
Franks . Nevertheless the Carolingian mayors of the palace , 
Carloman and P ippin the Younger , since Charles Martel ' s  
death ( 74 1 ) , had in the epis copacy an eccles ias tical as well 
as a political ins trument which they used as they us ed the 
Frankish " Imperial aris to cracy" which was then coming into 
b eing. Indeed the Frankish clergy was nothing o th er than 
th e imperial aris to cracy in ecclesias tical ves tments and 
part of th e Caro lingian ruling s truc ture b o th by b irth and 
by function. ( Theodore S chieffer has shown in h is b io graphy 
of Boniface how the mayors of th e palace were ab le with th e 
aid of the Anglo-Saxon eccles ias tical reforms to form from 
this trib utary imperial epis copacy a provincial church 
renewed als o in the spiritual s ens e and sub ject to canonic 
rules and loyal to Rome which was equal to the tasks of 
service to the Frankish ruler and th e duty of the care of 
souls . ) 

By comparis on with his b ro ther Carloman who ended his 
life at Mon tecassino as a monk , Pippin II I brough t a 
typical ly po litical solution to th e canonically impos sib le 
and politically unavoidab l e  military s ervice of th e imperial 
clergy. As already recounted , he checked th e radical 
application of ecclesias tical prohib ition of war for the 
clergy at the Synod of Sois s ons in 744 and at the s ame time 
crea ted an area free of punishment for the prelate's 
military servic e. The ful l extent of this decis ion firs t 
b ecame ob vious under Charlemagne and in the ninth century. 
It  is no more and no less than the cons cious s eparation of 
an aris tocratic "prelates ' church " from the general h ier
archy . Epis copi and abb ates appear in the capitularies 
closely linked with th e comites and th e missi b ut neverthe
less clearly and sharply dis tinguished from th e b ulk of th e 
clerici for whom th e canonical prohib ition on th e b earing 
of arms remained va lid . One mus t thus s peak of a clear 
s ocio-s tructural s tratification carried through by th e ruler 
and of importan t  modifications in th e c anonical regulations 
agains t the clergy ' s  b earing arms , a modification wh ich 
conceded special righ ts to the prela tes . 
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What had b een initiated under Pippin III and should b e  
s een as a tendency is however only to b e  unders tood s o  to 
speak in its aims and effects ex post, and comes into full 
light only during the reign of Charlemagne,  whose Admonitio 
generalis in 7 89 prohib ited all pri es ts and deacons from 
b earing arms in the traditional ecc lesiastical s ens e . 6 8  

B ishops and abb o ts h owever, o ften referred to in other 
connections,  remain unmentioned at thi s  po int . In 
Charlemagne ' s  Capi tulare missorum speciale o f  802 ( ?) 
pri es ts and deacons are forb i dden to b ear arms ; b ishops and 
abb ots however again remain unmentioned in this regard . 6 9  

I n  the co llection o f  capitularies of  Abb o t  Ans egis o f  St . 
Wandri lle ( 822-833)  th e prohib ition o f  weapons is also 
directed only at the presbyteri and diaconi , the reason 
given as in the previous cases is purely religious . 70 Th e 
counci l o f  Trib ur (5 May 89 5 )  decreed the removal from 
o f fice o f  any c lergyman , b e  he presbyter o r  di aconus , who 
has killed anyon e .  I t  is s triking h ere that reference is 
made to apostolic can ones according to wh ich a b ishop, 
pries t, or deacon who i s  convicted o f  unchas tity,  perjury , 
or theft is to b e  removed from o f fice . How much more then , 
the eleventh chapter o f  the Council o f  Tribur continues , 
must a cleri cus b e  removed from o ffice who h as committed 
such a serious crime (homicidium) . 7 1  The mention o f  th e 
b ishop is however omi tted in the cas e o f  homicidium ,  
although the reference would have b een plain on the b as i s  
of  the aposto lic parallel examples . 

One could regard thes e cas es as inconclus ive or s et 
aside the omission o f  the b ishop as an argumentum e s ilentio 
i f  th ere were not o th er evi dence . In contras t to th e 
prohib ition of  weapons and war for th e clergy one finds in 
the s ame capitularies prohib ition o f  b ishops from hunting . 
B oniface h ad the prohibition o f  hunting included in th e 
decis i ons o f  the Concilium Germanicum in view o f  Milo et 
eiusmodi similes 72 ; it is also to b e  found in P ippin ' s  
synod in Soissons . 7 3  Under Charlemagne in an Aachen edi ct 
of 7 89 it is impress ed on b ishops ,  abb o ts , and abb es s es ( !) 
that they should not keep any packs o f  hounds, falcons , and 
jes ters ; s everal y ears b efore in Italy Charlemagne had 
prohib ited all b ishops , priests , deacons , abb ots , and monks 
from hunting and ullo iocorum genera . 7 4  In the Cap itulare 
mis sorum generale of March 802  mentioned b efore , thi s  
prohib ition was repeated to a l l  b ishops ,  abb ots, priests, 
and deacons under threat of  loss of o f f i ce . 

It is thus even more remarkab le that in the 
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Capitulare miss orum speciale of Octob er of the s ame year 
whi ch prohib its any form of b earing of arms, only pries ts 
in general , deacons , and th e other clergy are mentioned as 
the reci pient of the prohib ition . In this case it is clear 
that b earing of arms means active parti cipation in war , 
i . e . , that thes e clerics should place more trus t in God ' s  
protection than in weapons . 75 An order by Bishop Haito of 
Bas el , 76 a Roman council under Pope Eugenius II in 826 , 7 7  

a synod held in Padua in 85 Q78 and a capitulary is sued by 
Charles II  in the s ame place in 8 76 79 all prohib it hunting 
for the clergy . Parti cularly informative is th e 
prohib ition of hunting by the counci l  at Mainz in 852 ; not 
only is th e rhetori c parti cularly harsh , b ut als o it makes 
reference to Boniface and Chapter 2 of the Concilium 
Germanicum of 742 in whi ch is prohib ited the b earing of 
arms and fighting for all s ervi Dei, and in whi ch the pro
hib ition on hunting appears in the context only as logical 
cons equence of this general prohib ition . 80 

The fai lure to make what could have b een more 
reference in 85 2 to the work of th e great Anglo-Saxon 
eccles iastical reformer and only to recall the prohib ition 
of hunting s eems to have b een important for th e Main z 
synod . Firs t ,  it is clear that pass ion for hunting in the 
ninth century among the clergy was wides pread and that th e 
Carolingians made an important if only an impli cit 
differentiati on b etween hunting and parti cipation in war . 
A summary of the ab ove legi slation indicates that th e pro
hib ition of hunting is generally valid particularly for the 
h i gher clergy , the b ishops , b ecaus e hunting is a private 
amus ement b ehind whi ch lies no necessitas . However the 
higher clergy , the epis copi and abb ati , are omitted from 
the prohib ition on weapons and war fo r th e clergy in 
general . Under Charl emagne only the clerici , presb yteri , 
and diaconi are always listed as b eing affected by the 
prohib ition . It i s  hard to imagine that this is a 
coincidence; rather s omething i s  emerging here whi ch may b e  
considered as a s pecial s tatus for the h i gher imperial 
clergy . 

Let us recall once more th e regulations of th e 
Merovingian counci ls . The Council of St . Jean de Losne 
( 6 7 3 / 75 )  explicitly referred to the prohib i tion on weapons 
to the b isho ps . This shows that the episcopate was not 
excluded from this normative s ettlement and also permits 
th e recognition that it was often contravened . There was a 
clear contrast b etween required and actual epis copal 
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b ehaviour . But under Charlemagne and his s uccess ors the 
relationship b e tween legal s tandards and reali ty were 
complicated by the fac t  that the military s e rvice of the 
h i gher clergy was no t exactly e xpre s s i s  verb is canon i cally 
s an ctioned but re ceive d  from the ruler indire c t  s upport and 
ins ti tutionalization. Thus the juri s di ction of the canone s 
were in actuali ty res tric te d  to the general clergy--the 
b ishops and imperial abb o ts were omi t te d . A hierarchi c al 
diffe rentiation of e c cles ias tical law came about in 
que s ti ons of military service which--seen from the s o cio
logical point of view--at the s ame time founded de facto a 
spe c ial law for the imperial nob ility with in the Church 
and--re garded from the point of view of the s truc ture of 
the s tate--b rough t wi th i t  a separation of the higher 
clergy from the res t  of the Church in favour of i ts 
employment in imperi al service ; a trend which can b e  
de s cribed a s  the ins trumentalisation o f  the imperial Church 
by Pippin I I I  and Charlemagne. 

I t  would be going too far now to pre sent the numerous 
examples from annali s t i c  and biographi cal sources for the 
active military servi ce of b i shops and abb o ts during the 
ninth century. 81 Ins tead a few general remarks may b e  
pe rmi tte d  i n  conclusion : i t  should have b ecome clear how 
difficul t i t  was gradually to realise the Chris tian me ss age 
with i ts clear and radical pos tulate s in confli c t  with the 
s tubborn s tructures of an archaic aris tocratic socie ty and 
the royal rule of the Carolingians being b ui l t  upon i t. 
From Boniface ' s  time this was a s te ady struggle , full of 
re verses , wi th a nob il i ty firmly anchore d  in se igneurial 
rule that als o dominate d the upper ranks of the Church . 
The example of the pre lates ' parti ci pation in war within 
the eccle s ia s ti cal rule of the Caro l ingians , as i t  was 
introduced by Pippin I I I  and fully expanded by Charlemagne , 
may at any rate warn one to see the fate of the ins trument
alised imperial Church not only in a pos i ti ve ligh t . 
Equally i t  would b e  incorre ct to regard the military 
presence of the warlike pre lates ' Church pure ly as an 
unavoidab le consequence of the ne cess ary defence agains t 
the at tacks of the Normans , Saracens , and Hungarians in the 
ninth and tenth centurie s .  These certainly important 
external circums tan ces however only make more than clear 
wh at had long since taken place in the b os om of the Frankish 
impe rial Church since Pippin and Charlemagne , the change of 
the Church into a mili tary ins trument and an ins trument for 
rule by the Frankish king. 
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* 
Dem vereh rten Jub ilar , dem dies e Fes ts ch rift gewidmet 

is t und der s eine Leb ens arb ei t in s o  erfolgreich er Weis e der 
geis tigen Kultur des Hit telalters gewidmet hat , dlirfte es 
vielleich t nich t unwillkommen s ein , wenn in di es em Beitrag 
eine durchaus prob lematis ch e  Realitat geis tlich-monas tis chen 
Leb ens naher b eleuchtet wird , --eine Real tat , die ab er flir di e 
gesamte Kultur des Mit telalters und dami t flir dessen 
Vers tandnis �--grosse B edeutung b esass . 

1 Abbonis Bella Parisiacae urbis lib er I ,  v. 2 1  s eq.,  ed. 
Monumenta Germaniae His tori c a ,  Poet. Lat. I V  1 ,  80 and 
81 ; ibid. 8 3 : (Eb olus ) Septenos una po tui t tereb rare 
sagi t t a ,  Quos ludens alios iussit preb ere coquinae. 

2 Cf. F. P rinz ,  Klerus und Krieg im frlih eren Mit telalter 
(S tut tgart : Verlag A. Hiers emann , 19 71) . 

3 Fo r th e general prob lem :  War and Ch ris tian do c t rine , 
cf. e.g. A. Vanderpol , La do ctrine s colas tique du droit  
de guerre (Paris 19 19 ) ;  J. Leclercq , Guerre et S ervice 
militaire devan t la mo rale catho lique (Paris 19 34) ;  
R. Regout , La do ctrine de la guerre jus te de S t . 
Augus tin a nos jours , d'apres les th eologiens et les 
canonis tes catholiques (Paris 19 35 ) , es p. p. 4 0 £; M. 
Chas le,  La Guerre et la Bib le (Paris 19 40 ) ; B. de 
S olages , La theo logie de la guerre jus te (Paris 19 46) ; 
G. Bouthoul , Les Guerres (Paris 195 1) , es p. p. 49 f. 
Di e t. de Theo logie catho lique VI (19 2 0 ) 189 9  ff ; G. 
Hub rech t ,  "La jus te guerre dans le Decret de Gra tien , " 
S tudia gratiana I II (Bologna 1955 ) 15 9 -1 7 7 ; H. Finke , 
"Das Prob lem des gerech ten Kri eges in der mit telal ter
lich en th eologis ch en Literatur , "  Aus der Geis teswel t 
des Mi ttelal ters - Martin Grabmann zur Vollendung des 
6 0 .  Leb ens jah res gewidmet (Beitrage zur Ges chich te ,  
Philos ophie und Theo lo gi e  a. MA, s .  S uppl. 3 ,  2 (19 35 )  
142 6 -14 34; DW 10 Lfg. 39 , p. 2 884 ; A. Noth , Heiliger 
Krieg und h eiliger Kampf im Is lam und Ch ris tentum 
(Bonner his tor. Forschungen 2 8 ,  Bonn 1 9 66 ) .  

4 C. E rdmann , Die Ents tehung des Kreuzzugsgedankens 
(S tuttgart 19 35 , 2 ed 1965 ) ; English trans la tion b y  
Marshall W. Baldwin an d Wal ter Goffart : The O ri gin of 
th e I dea of C rus ade (P rinceton University P res s ,  19 7 7 ) . 

5 MGH . S criptores XXVII 480 : E cce quam animosos et 
b ellicosos archiepis co pos hab emus in Alemannia. 



320  Friedrich E .  P rinz 

6 E .  Hildesheimer, L ' ac tivite militaire des clerc a 
l ' epoque franque ( Th e s e ,  Paris 19 36 ) , p .  6 2 .  

7 J .  D .  Mansi,  S acrorum Con ciliorum nova et ampliss ima 
collectio I I I  ( F lo renz 1 76 1) , p .  10 0 0 . 

8 Ib id . V I ,  p .  122 7 :  Eos , qui s emel in clero 
ordina ti sunt vel monachos , definimus neque ad 
militiam neque ad s aecularem dignitatem venire . Quod 
si  hoc aus i fuerin t ,  nee ad po eniten tiam venerint ,  

. . •  anathematizen tur. 

9 MGH . Concilia ( ed .  Maas s en) I ,  p .  2 0  Con cilium 
Epaonens e IV : Epis copis , presbyteris adque diacon ib us 
canis ad venandum et acepitris hab ere non leceat . 
Quod si q uis talium personarum in hac fuerit vo luptate 
detec tus, si epis copus es t ,  tribus mensibus se a 
communione sus penda t ,  duob us presby ter abs teneatur ,  
uno diaconus ab omni officio et communione c es s ab it .  
Cf . th e general prohib ition of hunting for the clergy 
in c. XIII  of the council of Macon , ib id . I 1 70 , no te 
10 . 

10  Ibid . I 170  c .  XI I I : . . . Cus todienda es t igitur 
epis copalis hab ita tio hymnis , non latratib us , 
operibus b onis , non morsib us venenos is . Ubi igitur 
Dei es t as siduitas can tilenae , monstrum es t de 
dedecoris nota cames ibi vel accipitres habitare. 

1 1  Ib id. I 2 15 c .  I :  U t  ab itum conces s um c lerici 
religiose hab itare deb eant et nee lanceas nee alia arma 
nee ves timenta s ecularia hab ere nee portare deb eant , 
s ed s ecundum quod s criptum es t :  Non in gladium s uum 
pos sideb unt terram et b rachium eorum non lib erabit eos , 
s ed dextera tua et b rachium tuum et inluminatio vul tus 
tui , s tatutum es t ,  ut , qui pos t  hanc definitionem hoc 
agere aut ad temtare pres ums erit , canonica feriatur 
s ententia . 

12 Ib id . I 2 1 7f; Concilium La tunens e a .  6 7 3-6 75 c .  I I : 
. . . Ut nullus epis coporum s eu clericorum arma more 
seculario ferre praesuma t .  

1 3  C .  Erdmann , Kreuz zugs gedanke,  p.  33 . 

14 F .  P rinz , FrUhes Monch tum im Frankenreich . Kul tur und 
Gesellschaft in Gallien , den Rheinlanden und Bayern am 
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B eispiel der monas tis chen Entwicklung , 4-8 . 
Jahrhundert (MUnchen - Wien 19 65 ) , p .  485£.  

32 1 

15 Cf . fur th er M .  Hofmann , " I s t  die Milidirfreih eit der 
katholis chen Geis tlichen auch heute noch rechtlich 
b egrUndet und zei t gemass ? "  Zei t s ch rift fUr katholis che 
Theologie ( 19 16 )  45 2 £ .  A. M .  Ko eniger , Die Militarsel
sorge der Karolingerzeit (Veroffentl . a. d .  Kirchen
his to r . S eminar MUnchen , 4. Reih e ,  Nr . V I I ; MUnchen 
19 18) , p .  9 £ ;  W .  Erb en ,  Kriegsges chich te des Mit tel
alters (Beiheft XVI der His to ris che Zeitschrift ; 
MUnchen-B erlin 1929 ) ,  p .  55 £ ;  C .  E rdmann , Kreu z zugsge
danke , p . 12 f .  

16 Th . S chieffer , Winfrid-B onifatius und die chris tliche 
Grundlegung E uropas (Freiburg i .  B r . 1954 ) ;  E .  Ewig , 
"Milo et eiusmodi s imiles , "  Bonifatius-Gedenkgab e ( 2  
ed Fulda 195 4 )  412-4 4 0 . 

17 MGH . Cap. I .  p .  25 , No . 1 0  c .  2 :  S ervis Dei per omnia 
omnib us armaturam por tare vel pugnare aut in exercitum 
et in hos tem pergere omnino prohib uimus , nis i  illi 
tantummodo qui propter divinum minis terium, mis s arum 
s cilicet solemnia adinplenda et s an c torum patrocinia 
portanda ad ho c electi sunt . I d  es t unum vel duos 
epis copos cum capellanis presbiteris princeps s ecum 
hab eat , et unusquisque praefec tus unum presb iterum ,  
qui hominibus peccata confiten tib us iudicare et 
indicare poenitent iam pos sint . Neenan et illas 
venationes et s ilvaticas vagationes cum canibus omnib us 
s ervis Dei interdiximus , s imiliter ut accepto res et 
walcones non hab eant . A. M .  Ko en iger , Militars eel
sorge p. 1 3 £. 

18 Th . S chieffer , Winfrid-Bonifatius , p .  2 15 £ .  

19 MGH . Cone . II  1 ,  p .  34 c .  I I I : 
non portent . 

ab itu laicorum 

2 0  MGH . Cone.  I I  1 ,  p. 34 c .  I I I : • e t  abb ati 
legitimi (h ) os t em non facian t ,  nis i tantum hominis 
eorum transmit tant . 

2 1  Epis t .  Bani£ . (ed . M .  Tangl) No . 5 0 , MGH .  E pis tolae 
s elec tae I p .  83 : • . . E t  inveniuntur q uidam inter 
eos epis co pi ,  q ui ,  licet dican t  se fornicario s  vel 
adul teros non es se,  s ed sunt eb rioso et incurio s i  vel 
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venatores , et qui pugnant in exc ercitu ama ti et 
effundebant pro pria manu s anguinem hominum, s ive 
paganorum sive chris tianorum . 

2 2. Epis t .  Bonif . No . 5 1 ,  p .  86f . 

2 3  MGH. Cone . I I  1 ,  p .  1 4 7 ; cf . :  Th . S chieffer, 
Winfrid-Bonifatius , p .  2 4 1f .  

24 MGH . Cap . I ,  p .  4 1 , No . 16 c .  1 6 .  

25 MGH . Cap . I ,  p .  4 4 f, No . 19 ( 769 vel paulo pos t) c .  1 
( a  falsification ) . Cf . F. Lo t ,  "Le premier capitulaire 
de Charlemagne , " Ecole pra tique des Hautes E tudes . 
Section philo logique et his torique,  Annuaire 1 9 2 4 /25 ; 
cf . H .  Barion in Zeits chrift der Savignys tiftung fUr 
Rech tsges chich te, Kanonis tisch e Ab teilung XXVI ( 19 3 7 )  
5 6 6 -56 8 ;  P .  W .  Fins terwal der, "Quellenkritis che 
Untersuchungen zu den Kapitularen Karls des Gross en , "  
His toris ches Jah rb uch LVIII ( 19 38 )  4 19 -4 34 , es p .  
p .  4 2 1. 

2 6  I n  a different way : A .  M .  Koeniger, Militars eelsorge , 
24f . 

2 7  G .  Waitz , Verfassungs geschich te IV 5 9 5 ; E .  Hlih lbacher, 
Deutsche Ges chich te unter den Karo l ingern ( 2  ed . 
Darms tadt 1959 ) , p .  3 12 . A .  Posch l ,  B is chofs gut und 
mensa epis copalis . Ein Beitrag zur Ges chich te des 
kirchlichen Vermogens rech tes ( Bonn 190 8/ 0 9 ) I 15 4 f . 

2 8  F .  Prinz , Frlihes Monchtum ,  p .  5 0 f. 

29 Gregory of Tours , Vitae P atrum c .  XVI I  and De Gloria 
confes sorum p .  9 2 , S S . rer . Merov .  I 2 ,  p .  7 2 7- 73 3 ;  
E .  Winheller ,  Die Leb ensb es chreib ungen der 
'!orkarolingis chen Bis chafe von Trier ( Bonn 19 35 ) , 
p .  3f.  Venan t . Fortunatus , MGH . Auc t . an t .  IV 2 ,  
p .  6 3-65 =Carmen I I I  11  und 12 ; MGH . Epis t .  II I 
(Epis t . Aus tras . )  No . 5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  1 1 , 2 1 ,  24 . Cf . 
F. Prinz , Klerus und Krieg, p .  46. 

30 Gregory of Tours , His toriae Francorum VI, S S . rer . 
Mero v .  I 1 ,  p .  3 20 : ( Chilperich ) S acerdotes Domini 
ass iduae b lasph emab at nee aliunde magis , dum s ecricius 
es s et ,  exerceb a t  ridicola vel io cos quam de ecles iarum 
epis copis . Illum fereb at levem , alium superb um, illum 
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hab undantem , is tum luxo riosum ;  illum adse reb at elatum , 
hunc tumidum nullum p lus odio quam e clesias habens . 
Aieb at enim p le rumque : ' Ecce paupe r remansit f is cus 
nos te r ,  e c ce divitiae nos trae ad e cles ias sunt trans
latae ; nulli penitus nis i  s o l i  epis copi re gnant;  
perie t  h onor nos te r e t  translatus est  ad ep is copus 
ci vi tatum.' 

3 1  Pass io Leude garii I c .  20 , �· rer .  Merov . V ,  p .  30 1 :  
E ran t  enim in hoc mendatio p r imi e t  quas i rectores 
palatii Des ide ratus cognomine Diddo , qui in urb e  
Cab illono quondam hab ue rat p rincipatum ,  necnon e t  e ius 
co llega Bob o , qui civitatem Valent iam habue rat in 
dominum. 

32 Ib id . I c .  1 7 , p .  2 9 8 f :  Cum enim vir Domini cum s ociis 
supe rscrip tis e o dem fes tinarent itine re , factum e s t, 
quan tum ne e unius die i  itine ris spatium , antequam 
Agus tidunum urb e  acce de ren t ,  urguentib us facto rib us ,  
Eb roinus inmemor amicit iae dudum p romis sae e um ib idem 
voluit conp rehendere , s i  non Gene s i  me tropolis 
Lugdunens is epis cop i cons iliis fuisse t p rohib itus , aut 
manu valida qui cum eo adhe rant pe r te rit us : e t  fic tam 
rursus s imulans amicitiam e t  mix to agmine pariter 
pe rvene runt in urbem . 

33  F .  Prinz, Fr lihes Monch tum , p .  489 f .  

34 Vita Arnulfi c. 4 ,  �· re r .  Me rov . I I , p .  4 33 : 
Nam virtutem bellige randi s eu po ten tiam illius 
de inceps in armis quis enarrare queat , p raesertim cum 
s aepe phalangas adve rs arum gencium suo ab igisset  
mucrone ? C f . Hat tenb ach-Levis on , Ge s chich ts que llen I 
126 ; F .  Graus , Volk, He rrs che r und He ilige r im Re ich 
der Merowin ge r  (Prag 1965 ) , p .  368 . 

35 Vita Eligii c .  12 , SS . re r .  Me rov . I V, p .  6 80 : 
e t  animo e tiam ad bellige randum fortis .  Cf. 
Wattenbach-Levison , Ge sch ich tsque llen I , p .  12 7 f ;  F .  
Prinz, Frlihes Monch tum, p .  12 4 £ , 1 3 2 f . 

36 Cf. C .  Erdmann , Kreuzzugs ge danke , p .  12 £ .  

3 7  Vita Ermenlandi c .  1 S S . re r .  Me rov . V ,  p .  6 85 ,  C .  F .  
Irsigle r , "Unte rsuchungen zur Ges ch ich te de s f rlih
frankis chen Ade ls , "  Rhe in . Archiv .  LXX ( Bonn 19 6 9 ) ,  
12 4 f f . 
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38 Pas s io Ragneberti c .  2 ,  S S . rer .  Me rov . V, p .  2 0 9 . 

39 Vita Aus trigis ili c .  4 ,  S S . rer . Merov . I V ,  p .  19 3 £ . 

40  Vita Landiberti ep . T raie ctensis c .  3 ,  S S . rer . Me rov . 
VI , p .  35 6 ,  and c .  1 4 ,  ib id . p .  36 7 £ :  . ho c audita 
nuntio velo c is s imus s urgens , tunc s acerdus ill ico 
Landib e rtus • . •  fortis s imus p roeliator ,  con tinuo 
adprehenso g ladio in manib us suis , ut con tra has te s  
pugnaturus acce dere t ;  e t  Chris tus , quem sempe r in 
auxilium s ib i  p os tolave rat , non longe ab illo erat 
. . .  gladio de man ibus pro ie c it ad terram,  ait : ' S i 
fugie ro , g ladium devitavi, e t  s i  pers tite ro , aut 
cadendum mih i  aut vincendum e s t . Se d nee aliquando 
pe rdam vic toriam : melius es t mih i  mori in Domino , quam 
super iniquis manib us bel1aturus inie ce re . '  C f . 
Wattenb ach-Levis on , Ges ch ich tsque llen I I ,  p .  165 £ .  

4 1  C f . F .  Graus , Volk , p .  1 1 7 , 206 f ,  2 70 , 2 79 , 34 8 ,  36 2 f , 
3 70 , 380 no te 4 6 1 :  Vita Des ide rii I 2 ,  �· re r .  Me rov . 
I I I ,  p .  6 30 :  Hie vir de s t imate claro Romanis a 
parentib us ortus . . . nob ilis s imam s atis t raheb at 
p rosap iem . Vita P rae ie c ti c .  1 ,  ib id . V, p .  2 26 : 
Romane gene ris s temate praeful s it . Pas s io Leude garii I 
1 ,  ib id . V, p .  2 8 3 :  . . . te rrena generos itate 
nob ilite r exor tus ; I I  1 ,  p .  324 : . . .  e x  p rogenie 
ce lsa Francorum ac nob il is s ima exo rtus ; P as s io Ra gne
berti c .  2 ,  ib id . V ,  p .  209 : . . .  e x  p rae celso 
Francorum gene re o rt us , Radberti ducis fil ius ; see als o 
F .  P r inz , Friihe s Monch tum , p .  496 £ ,  500 £ ( Vita 
Corb iniani) . 

42 C .  E rdmann , Kreuzzugs ge danke , p .  1 2 £ . 

4 3  Acta S ancto rum Nov . I I , 2 ( 19 3 1 )  p .  469 f ;  AA .  S S . Aug . 
VI ( 17 4 3 )  p .  9 8f ; and b ib l io graphy in Lexikon fur 
The o 1ogie und Kirche I I I  6 2 2 . 

4 4  See F .  S te inb ach , "Das Frankenreich , "  in L .  Jus t ,  
Handbuch de r deuts chen Ges ch ichte I 2 ,  p .  2-84 , esp . 
p .  4 1 £ . 

45 H .  Wieruszowski, "Die Zusammense tzung des gallis chen 
und frankis chen Episkopats b is zum Ve rtrag von Ve rdun 
mit besonde re r  BerUcks ich tigung der Nationalit at und 
des S tandes , "  Bonne r JHB . H .  CXXVII ( 19 2 2 )  2 £ . 
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46 S tudien und Vorarbeiten zur Ge s ch i ch te de s gross
frankis chen und fruhde utschen Adels , e d . G .  Te llenbach 
( Fo rs chungen zur oberrhei n .  Landes ge s ch ich te ,  vo l .  4 ;  
Fre iburg i .  Br . 195 7) . 

4 7  C f . F .  Prinz , Frlihes Monch tum , p .  5 45 f .  

4 8  C f . : E .  Hlawits chka ,  Franken,  Alemannen , Baye rn und 
Burgunder in Ob eri talien ( 7 74-9 6 2 ) , ( Fors ch . z .  
obe rrhe in .  Lande s ge s chich te , vol . 8 ;  Fre ib urg i .  Br . 
19 60 ) ; J .  Fle ckens te in ,  "Fulrad von Saint-Derris und 
de r frankis che Aus griff in den suddeutschen Raum, I I  in 
G .  Tellenb ach , S tudien und Vorarbe iten 9 - 39 ; F .  P rinz , 
" S tadtromis ch-italische Martyre rre liquien und 
frankis che r Re ichsade l im Maas-Moselraum , "  His toris ches 
Jahrbuch LXXXVI I ( 19 6 7 )  1-25 . 

49 Ge s ta ep . Autis s iod . I ,  2 6 , MGH . SS . XIII , p .  39 4 ;  A .  
Hauck,  Kirchenge s chich te ( 7  e d  Be rlin 195 2-5 3)  I ,  
p .  40 7 f. 

5 0  For Ainmar see : Ges ta ep . Autiss iod . I 2 7 ,  MGH . �
XIII 39 4 :  [Ainmar] in tantum e ius po tes tas seculari ter 
excrevi t, ut usq ue ad ducatum pene to tius Burgundiae 
pe rveni re t .  

5 1  C f .  J .  Semmle r ,  "Episcop i potes tas und karo lingis che 
Klo s te rpo litik , " in M6".nch tum, Episkopat und Adel zur 
Grundungs zei t  des Klo s te rs Re ichenau ( Vort rage und 
Fors chungen , Vo l .  XX ;  S igmaringen 19 74 ) , p .  305 - 395 . 

5 2  C f . F .  Prin z ,  F ruhe s Monch tum , p .  4 9 0 f ;  E .  Ewig, 
"Milo , "  p .  4 3 2-440 . 

5 3  F .  Prinz , Kle rus und Krie g ,  p .  7 3 f . 

5 4  Annale s s .  Amandi , MGH . � - I ,  6 :  qui dam epis copus 
duxit exe rcitum Francorum in Suavis con tra Vilario 
( s . J .  7 12 ) ; A.  Pos chi, Bis ch o f s gut I ,  p .  115 . 

5 5  See above no te 2 1 . C f . Th . S chie f fe r ,  �Jinfrid
Bonifatius , p .  205 f .  

5 6  E .  Ewig , "Milo , "  p .  4 32 f ;  th . S chie ffe r ,  Angels achsen 
und Franken , zwe i S tudien zur Kirchenges chich te des 8. 
Jahrhunde rts (Wiesb aden 195 1 ) , p .  1 4 3 f ; F .  Prinz , 
Frlihes Monch tum ,  p .  200 , 209 e t  pas s im .  
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5 7  Prologue o f  the Vi ta s .  Remigi i , S S . re r .  Me rov . I I I , 
p .  2 5 1 . 

5 8  Ges ta Treve rorum c .  2 4  MGH . �· VIII , p .  16l f ; Pos t 
quem Milo , filius e ius , s ace rdo tali fun ctus e s t  o fficio 
apud Treb i ros et Remos , p rimo quidem imi tato r p a tris , 
deinde ti rannus e ffe ctus es t ,  n ichilque in e o dem de 
cle ricali honore ve l vi ta nisi tonsura eni tui t .  Eo  
enim bella g ravia et  inte s tina p arricidalia in hac 
p rovintia orta s un t ,  quando Karolus tirannus laicis 
epis cop atus denavi t ,  et epis copus nullam p o tes tatem 
hab e re permi si t .  Cum hoc Karo lo Mi lo sup radic tus ad 
b e llum p rofe c tus e s t  s ola tonsura iam cle ricus , h ab i tu 
e t  moribus inreligiosus laicus , e t  p o s t  vic toriam 
epis copatibus T reb i rorum e t  Remorum ab eodem Karolo 
donatus e s t  . . . 

Ib id . c .  2 5 , p .  16 2 :  Mil o  igi tur tirannus , his  i ta 
pe ractis , venationi inserviens , ab ap ro pe rcus s us 
mo ritur in vi lla quae di ci tur Arno p rimo a Trebe ri 
miliaria ,  ub i e t  sepeli tur post  40  annos s uae 
tiranni cae invas i oni s . 

5 9  Epi s  t .  Bon i f .  No . 8 7 ,  p .  19 8 :  De Milone autem e t 
eiusmodi s imilibus , qui ecclesiis Dei p lurimum n o cent ,  
ut a tali nefario opere re cedan t ,  iuxta apos toli vocem 
op ortune inpor tune p redica . . . 

6 0  Ex miraculis s .  Liutwini auctore monacho Medio lacensi , 
MGH . �· XV 2 c .  3 ,  126 2 : Milon is autem, filii eius , 
finis e t  ac tus e s t  memoria di gnus , quiamvi s  Hincmarus , 
Remorum epis copus p e rve rs orem e um epis copatus s ue 
de s crib i t , cum de eo in p rologo Vi te s ancti Remigii 
talis dici t :  ' E t Hi lo quidam, tonsura clericus , 
actione autem i r religiosus laicus ; pe r quadraginta 
annos Treve rens ium p ari te r  et Remorum episcopatum 
pes s unde de rat . '  Cuius e tiam finis non ideo infamis 
extiti t , quod canes sequentem ape r s ilvaticus 
extinxi t ;  quia ius tus , quacunque mor te p reo ccup atus 
fue ri t ,  in re frige rio e ri t . A quo mul tum utilitatis 
accepimus lo co nos tra collatum ,  multum e s se honoris 
audivimus impens um .  Quo enim pie tatis s tudio non 
p rovehe re t sibi rel i c ta ,  qui pate rna p ius he res 
gube rnanda sus cepi t  ut p rop ria . 

For Me ttlach c f .  Th . Raach , Klo s te r  Me t tlach /Saar und 
sein Grundb es i tz (Hainz 19 74 ) . 
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6 1  Flodoard , His t .  Remens . e ccl . I I , c .  12 , MGH . � ·  
XIII , p .  460 : P re fatus i taque Karo lus , u t  
p rincip atum b el lo adep tus es t ,  h unc vi rum Domini 
Rigob e rtum p a tronum suum , qui , ut tradi tur , eum de 
lavacro s ancto suscepe rat , epis cop atu de turb avi t e t  
cuidam Milani , s ola tonsura cle rico , quod secum 
p rocesse rat ad b ellum ,  didi t epis cop ium hoc . 

6 2  In thi s  sense E .  Ewig , "Mi lo , "  wi thout any p roo f .  

6 3  Th . S chie f fe r , Winfrid-Boni fatius , p .  2 1 7 f . 

6 4  Epis t .  Bon i f . No . 60 , p .  124 . 

65 Wattenb ach-Levis on I I , p .  1 7 7 . 

66  Vita Bon i fatii auc tore Moguntino (ed  W .  Levis on) , 
MGH . S S . in usum s cholarum ( 19 05 ) , c .  1 ,  p .  9 0 f : 

32 7 

Con ti gi t namque p re di c tum principem cum exe rcitu 
con tra Saxones i re s imulque Gero ldum anti s ti tem cum 
suis Karolo suffragando e t  hos tibus re fragando 
ce rtamini inte res se . Quid p lura? Certan tib us 
al trinse cus exe rci tibus venerab i lis an tis tes Ge ro ldus 
i rruentib us iaculorum nub ib us inte remp tus o ccubui t .  
Fuit au tem e a dem tempore quidam nomine Gewel ib in 
palatio regis ac ceptissimus , sup ra memorati an tis titis 
fi lius dic tus , qui pos t ob i tum p atris eandem gubernare 
sus cepi t  e ccle s iam .  Hi e autem hones tis moribus , ut 
fe runt , s uam vi tam circumspexi t ,  nisi tan tum quod cum 
he rodii s  e t  canibus p e r  seme t ips um iocab atur . Sed 
tamen diligentibus inqui rens e t  exp lorans nomen viri , 
qui suum seniorem occide rat , exe rc i tu non multo pos t 
adunato , una cum vene rando Karolo ad eosdem Saxone s ,  
ub i pate r  e i us fue rat e xtinc tus , perrexi t . . .  ' En ,  
inquid Gewelib , accipe quo patrem vindico fe rrum , ' 
di c toque pari te r  trans fodit e um ,  e t  i lle cadens in 
f lumine exalavi t vi tam . . .  Epis copus autem , a ce de 
re gressus , rudi populo rudis adhuc p re sul-lice t e tate 
maturus , tamen fide p re fi ci tur , non computantibus ne e 
re ge ne e ce te ris op timatibus vindicatam patris crimen 
esse di centib us : ' Vi cem reddidit patris mor te . '  

6 7  Th . S chie f fe r ,  Winf rid-Boni fatius , p .  2 30 f .  Fo r the 
archaic charac ter o f  the frankish nob ility see F .  
Irsigle r ,  "Un te rsuchungen , "  � ·  ci t .  (no te 3 7 ) . 

6 8  MGH . Cap . I ,  p .  5 9 , No . 2 2  c .  70 ( S ace rdo tib us ) :  
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E t  omnimodis dicendum e s t  p resb y te ris e t  diaconibus , 
ut arma non p or tent , sed magis se con fidant in 
de fensione De i quam in armi s . See als o  the capi tula 
of  b ishop Gae rb al d  of  Liege , MGH . Cap . I ,  p .  2 4 3  
No . 12 3 c .  3 :  S i cut dudum iam inte rdiximus e t  s an c ti 
canones p rohib ent , nul lus p resb y te r  arma p or tare 
aude at ; c f . c .  6 7 :  Epis copis , omnib us . I tem ut 
homi cidia infra p atriam ,  si cut in le ge Domini inte r
dic tum es t ,  ne e causa ultionis nee avari tiae nee 
latrocinandi non fian t  . . .  

MGH . � · I ,  p .  10 3 No. 35 c .  3 7 : 
di acones vel reliqui cle rici arma 
magis con fidan t in de fensione Dei 
also note 6 8 .  

U t  p re sbyte ri e t  
non portent , sed 
q uam in armis . See 

70 MGH . Cap . I ,  p .  40 3 c .  66 : E t  omnimodis di cendum e s t  
presb yte ris e t  diaconib us , ut arma non portent , sed 
magis con fidant in de fens ione Dei quam in armis . C f . 
R .  Buchne r ,  Die Re ch tsque llen (Beihe f t  zu Wat tenb ach
Levison 195 3 ) , p .  4 8 £ . C f . als o : No t i tia de 
conciliorum canonib us in villa Sp arnaco (Epernay) a 
Karole re ge confirmatis ( 846 ) , in c .  10 (MGH . Cap . II , 
p .  26 2 No . 25 7 ) ; and council o f  Meaux ( 8 45 / 46 ) , ib id . 
I I ,  p .  40 7 No . 2 9 3  c .  3 7 . 

71  MGH . Cap .  II , p .  2 19 No . 25 2 c .  11 : S i  quis clericus 
h omicidium fe ceri t ,  ab ordine ces sare deb eb i t . S i  
quis cle ri cus q uamvis nimium coactus h omicidium 
fe ce ri t ,  s ive s i t  p resbyte r  s ive diaconus , deponatur . 
Legimus in canonibus apo s to lorum, ' quo d epis copus , 
p re sbyte r e t  diaconus , qui in forni catione aut pe riuro 
aut furto cap tus es t ,  deponatur . ' Quan te magis i s , qui 
hoc inmane s celus fe ce ri t ,  ab o rdine cess are deb eb i t ?  

72 MGH . � · I ,  p .  25  No . 10 c .  2 :  . Ne cnon e t  illas 
venationes e t  silvati cas vagationes cum canib us 
omnibus se rvis De i interdiximus ; s imilite r  ut 
accep tores e t  walcones non h ab e ant . 

7 3  Ib i.d . I ,  p .  2 9  No . 12 c .  3 :  . . . E t  omnes cle ricai 
forni cationem non faciant e t  ab i tu laico rum non 
portent ne e apud canis venationes non faciant . . .  ne e 
accep tores non p o r tent . 

74 Ibid . I ,  p .  6 4  No . 2 3 ,  Duplex legationis Edic tum ( 2 3 .  
3 .  789 ) , c .  31 : U t  episcopi e t  abb ates e t  abbatis s ae 
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cupplas canum non habean t  ne e falcones ne e accip i tre s  
ne e i o culatore s . F o r  I taly ib id . I ,  p .  2 31 No . 113 
( 781)  Capi tula e xce rp ta canonica c .  6 ,  and ( 78 7 )  ibid . 
I ,  195 No . 9 2  Cap i tulare Man tuanum I c .  6 .  

75 Ib id . I ,  p .  95 No . 33 , Cap i tulare mis s orum gene rale 
c .  19 and Capi tulare missorum i tem spe ciale , ib i d .  I ,  
p .  10 3 No . 35 c .  3 7 : Ut p resby te ri e t  diacones ve l 
re liqui cle ri ci arma non portent , sed magis confidant 
in de fensione De i quam armis . 

76 MGH . Cap . I ,  p .  364 No . 1 7 7  c .  11  ( 80 7 / 82 3 ) . 

7 7  Ib id . I ,  p .  3 7 3  No . 180 c .  12 ( 826 ) . 

78  Ib id . I I ,  p .  1 1 7  No . 228  c .  4 .  

79 Ib id . I I ,  p .  102 No . 2 2 1  c .  9 :  . . . Ventationem 
quoque nullus tam s acri ordinis e xerce re praesumat 
neque arma mi li taria p ro quali cumque seditione portare 
audeat . 

80 Ibi d .  II , p .  1 8 7  No . 2 49 c .  6 ( 3 .  O c t . 85 2 ) : (Ut 
e piscopi venati onem non exe rcean t )  . . . con t ra 
episcopis , qui cane s ve l ce tera i o ca hab e re volunt , in 
ps almo XXIV . s i cut scrip tum e s t  . . . Pensandum omnibus 
e s t  in hac sententia ,  quia , si p rincip ibus e t  lai cis 
h ominibus , e tiam paganis nich i l  p rode s t , quia 
' dominan tur b e s tiarum et in avib us ludun t , ' quan ta 
magis epi s copis obe s t  e t  quibus p o rtare neque s ae cu lum 
neque peram lice t neque duab us indui tunicis ,  e t  
quibus poss ide re aurum ve l argentum ve l aes i n  zona 
non lice t ,  quomodo poss ide re canes liceb i t ;  e t qui in 
via vi rgam fe rre non debent , quomodo accip i t res 
por tare debeun t ?  . . . Nam pas tor a pascendis ovib us 
vocatus es t ,  non a canibus , sicu t  pe r p rophe tam 
dici tur : ' Nonne ove s pas cuntur a p as to ribus ? '  Hinc 
B one facius in synodalibus de cre tis s ub Carlomanno duce 
e t  principe Franco rum hab i ti s  ai t :  ' Venatione s e t  
si lvaticas vagationes cum canib us omnibus servis Dei 
inte rdici ; simi l i te r ,  ut accipi tres e t  fal cones non 
habeant . '  Ib id . I 25 , c .  2 .  

8 1  C f . F .  Prinz , Krieg und Kle rus , and for the lO th and 
11 th century L .  Aue r ,  "De r Krie gs diens t des Klerus 
unte r den Sachsi s chen Kaise rn , " MIOG LXXXIX ( 19 71) 
316-40 7 ,  an d LXXX ( 19 72 )  4 8- 70 . 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



